
LAKE FORK 
Area News

Also Available
 Online 

“The Little Paper With Big Bass Results”

OCTOBER
2021

INSIDE THIS EDITION 

JR ANGLERS 

VICTORY SAT NIGHT 

FISHING REPORTS 

JAMES CALDEMEYER 

DOUG SHAMPINE 

BILLY DYSON TOURNAMENT 

FISH ON 

VOL 28 ~ 9
www.suneaglebay.com 

JC OUTDOORS CHAMPIONSHIP   

MICHAEL POTTS BENEFIT  

TRIBUTE TO SKEETER FOWLER  

(903) 383-7008Monday:CLOSED
Tuesday:11:00 AM - 8:30 
Wednesday:11:00 AM - 8:30 
Thursday:11:00 AM - 8:30 
Friday:11:00 AM - 10:00 
Saturday:11:00 AM - 10:00 
Sunday:11:00 AM - 8:30 

4672 West State Hwy 154 
Yantis TX 75497 

Restaurant Hours

COMING 
NOVEMBER 20TH
AN EVENING WITH

 RAY WYLIE HUBBARD

SEALY BIG BASS SPLASH  

AND MUCH MORE  

FOREVER IN 
OUR HEARTS 
SKEETER FOWLER  

JC OUTDOORS FALL DIVISION   

MARK TRULL
TAKES THE BIG 

WIN AT THE 
SEALY BIG BASS 

SPLASH 

BJ SHELTON  
LANDING ANOTHER 
LAKE FORK MONSTER !

Patrick Malone had a 
very interesting catch of the day on 

Lake Fork! 

FREE



Continued on Page 3

PAGE 2 lakeforknews@yahoo.com OCTOBER 2021
SEALY BIG BASS SPLASH 

SEPTEMBER 17,18,19
LAKE FORK MARINA 

  The 35th annual Sealy Outdoors Big Bass Splash was 
held September 17,18 and 19th at Lake Fork Marina. The 
three day event is a big deal every year here at Fork and 
this year once again anglers from all over the country 
came here to give it their best! 
   It was beautiful weather for all three days of the tour-
nament making it very comfortable out on the water! 
There were 2,468 anglers that competed and although 
many said it was a tough bite, the ones that did get them 
to bite brought in some nice overs! 
  Day one kicked it all off on the first hour with an over 
brought in by Sammy Procell from Zwolle, LA with a 
7.56lber. The 8 o’clock hour raised the bar a little higher 
with an over of 9.98lbs brought in by Glenon Mckee of 
Rosepine LA. The 9 o’clock hour winner was Darren Mill-
er from Ore City TX with a 7.62lber and for the 10 o’clock 
hour it was an under of 2.44lbs that took first brought in 
by Donald Clingenpee from Italy TX. But the 11 o’clock it 
was another over of 6.97 lbs brought in by Raul Ramirez 
of Baytown TX. The big hour would be the noon hour 
when Mark Trull from Kennedy AL brought in his double 
digit 10.0lb beauty! Also in the noon hour Keith White 
of Decatur TX weighed in a nice 9.24lb over taking 2nd 
place. The 1 o’clock hour also had 2 overs that came in  
by Darius Carpenter of League City TX  with a 7.60lber 
and James Brown of Diana TX with 6.71lb over. The first 
day brought in a total of 8 overs.
  The second day of the tournament was alot slimmer 
with only 3 overs coming to the scales. The first hour 
Jeremy Flowers of Cleveland TX weighed in a 7.73lb 
over. The second over of the day was on the second 
hour by Patrick Sutton of Arp TX with his 8.36lb bass. 
The third was brought in at the noon hour by John San-
ko of Wills Point TX with a great 9.83lb beauty! 
  The final day of the tournament there would be 5 more 
overs brought in starting in the 8 o’clock hour by Rich-
ard Calley from Kirby, AR that weighed in a 7.78lber. 
Then in the 9 o’clock hour Jeff Belote from McAlester, 
OK weighed a 8.47lb bass. The 11 o’clock hour was Billy 
Holeman from Camden, AR that weighed in a 7.99lber. 
For the noon hour it was Gary Hall from Newton, TX that 
weighed in a 9.14lb over and James Williams from Sa-
line, LA  weighed in a 6.54lb bass.
   As the time counted down in the last hour Mark Trull 
had to have been full of nerves but patiently watched it 
run out! A huge congratulations to Mark that had a great 
win at Lake Fork! 

2nd 9.98lbs 
Glenon McKee

3rd 9.83lbs 
John Sanko 

BIG 
1st place 
winner 
10.00 MARK 
TRULL 

4th 9.24lbs 
Keith White 

5th 9.14lbs
Gary Hall 

8.47lbs 
Jeff Belote 

8.36lbs 
Patrick Sutton 

OVERALL TOP 5: 
     
1st Place  Mark Trull Kennedy, AL             10.00
Triton 19 TRX Powered by Mercury, equipped/w Minn Kota, Low-
rance, Navionics & Power Pole; RAM Truck; Plus $7,000 CASH 
 
2nd Place Glenon McKee  Rosepine, LA    9.98 
Nitro Z18 Powered by Mercury, equipped with Minn Kota & Low-
rance; Plus $7,500 CASH 
 
3rd Place  John Sanko Willis Point, TX   9.83 
Triton 18 TRX Powered by Mercury, equipped/w Minn Kota & Low-
rance; Plus $2,500 CASH 
 
4th Place  Keith White Brookeland, TX   9.24 $8,000 CASH 
 
5th Place  Gary Hall Newton, TX         9.14 $6,000 CASH
HEAVIEST BASS UNDER THE SLOT: 
     
Friday           Stoney Stout Paris, TX            2.68 $5,000 
Saturday Danny Borel            Hemphill, TX 2.75 $5,000 
Sunday Johnny Rape Winnsboro, TX 2.53 $5,000 



Bro’s 

ALL NEW 
DUCKETT

NOW IN STOCK!!

Breakfast Biscuits 

CLOSED 
‘till further

 notice 

& Wraps  

FRY COOK APPLY TODAY
903-383-7121
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  The Sealy Big Bass Splash also had a 
lovely tribute to Skeeter Fowler

The Sealy family made a wonderful an-
nouncement… the Saint Jude charitable 
donation from funds raised by the Big Bass 
Splash will from now on be donated in memo-
ry of SKEETER FOWLER. What an honor!! 
Skeeter had a heart for kids. And St Judes 
is special to us. Skeet spent his last days 
in Memphis, just a few blocks from St Jude 
Hospital. Such a special gift that is close to 
our hearts. 

Continued from Page 2

 It was an amazing tourna-
ment as usual and so many 
big winners that participate 
and continue to help this 
grow bigger and better with 
each year! 

7.56lbs 
Sammy Procell

7.62lbs
Darren Miller

7.60lbs 
Ladarius Carpenter

DRAWINGS:      
Elimination Charles Minard Yantis TX 
Nitro Z18 Powered by Mercury, equipped 
w/Minn Kota & Lowrance
  
Open Cathy Coleman Buna, TX 
Fire Disc Grill 
  
EXACT WEIGHT BASS:    
Friday Laney Jacoby Lonoke, AR 
2.50 $5,000 
Saturday Ron Hershberger Newton, KS 
2.50 $5,000 
Sunday Tom Tilton Weatherford, TX 
2.50 $5,000 

FISH TOTALS:
Day 1 - # Bass=     313 
Day 1 - Weight=     630.75  
 
Day 2 - # Bass=     242 
Day 2 - Weight= 527.53 
  
Day 3 - # Bass= 244 
Day 3 - Weight= 478.35 
  
TOTAL = 799 
TOTAL = 1636.63 

Forever Remembered
Skeeter Fowler 
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SKEETER FOWLER

Bobcat BASS  Anglers and Members 
took part in a balloon release before 

our Qualifier #1 at Melvern in the 
morning. In memory of our friends....

NPFL Anglers Donnie O'Neal and 
Skeeter Fowler....gone but never for-

gotten. Watch over our anglers....
we will take it from here.

What a lovely tribute to 
Skeeter Fowler

The Sealy family made a 
wonderful announcement… the 
Saint Jude charitable donation 
from funds raised by the Big 
Bass Splash will from now 
on be donated in memory of 
SKEETER FOWLER. 
What an honor!! 
Skeeter had a heart for kids. 
And St Judes is special to us. 
Skeet spent his last days in 
Memphis, just a few blocks 
from St Jude Hospital. Such a 
special gift that is close to our 
hearts. Thank you again Sealy 
Outdoors.
Koltyn Fowler Tricia Fowler 
Austyn Fowler Tambra Mae 
Fowler 

“I just got a message from a friend of 
Skeeter Fowler, that said the Texas State 
Flag is flying over the State capital today 

in honor of Skeeter! 
And he will deliver the flag to me! 

-Who gets a flag flown over the State 
Capital??? 

SKEETER FRICKIN FOWLER!!!!”

“Mr. Skeeter Fowler 
you my friend will 
be missed. Always 

carried a smile, 
shared a laugh, and 

our staff adored you! 
Rest Easy my friend. 

Sincerely, your 
Whataburger Fam.”

     The news of Skeeter 
Fowler passing was a huge 
devastation for everyone 
here at Lake Fork. It broke 
my heart to know such an 
incredible man has been 
taken so soon. He was a 
great angler and a great man 
- his wife said it best with her 
sweet words - “at around 4:30 
this afternoon Skeeter went 
home to the Lord. He fought 
a tough fight, surrounded by 
the best care he could have.. 
but went to his Heavenly 
Home. 
I have had my visit, said 
goodbye, and am making 
plans to bring him home to 
Texas. 
He lived a life that was full. 
Gave us Three boys who 
have made us the proudest 
parents around. We celebrat-
ed Two cute grandsons. And 
surrounded ourselves with 
the best friends and commu-
nity. Skeet was away, doing 
what he loves with his pals. 
I’m glad he was living his 
best life.
Thank you all for loving us, 
Praying for him, and being 
on this journey. I’m sorry we 
didn’t get the healing we all 
wanted. But I believe his tes-
timony has made an impact. 

My heart is broke.. I have loved 
him for 30 years.. I don’t know how 
to live without him. I can’t believe 
he will not be coming home to me..
But I am so thankful for our life. It 
is all that I have wanted. He gave 
me EVERYTHING I wanted. 
Again, pray for his boys, the grand-
sons, his mom and dad, brother.. 
and me” 
From the National Fishing League: 
From the inception of the NPFL 
Skeeter Fowler was an advocate 
and resource for our organization. 
Skeeter lived his entire life for 
God, his family, and fishing. He 
was continually investing time and 
effort to grow the sport and spent 
time with his sons doing so. Skee-
ter was a fierce competitor and 
worked extremely hard on and off 
the water to be a positive influence 
to those around him. Whether 
teaching fishing, competing, or 
raising funds for someone’s cause, 
Skeeter gave all he could to sup-
port others in the sport he loved so 
much. Never forgetting to focus on 
family and tell folks how much he 

Forever in our hearts ...

loved his family. He was an extremely 
proud Husband, father, and Grandfa-
ther! Please remember Amy, the Boys, 
the grandkids and his Mother, Father, 
and Brother through this difficult time. 
Skeeter Fowler left us too soon but 
has started his heavenly journey today 
where he will continue to watch over 
and protect us all. -
  There were so many effected by this 
loss, because Skeeter made a huge 
difference in so many lives and so 
many different ways. From the Lake 
Fork family of friends we truly miss 
your kindness, laughter, leadership 
and presence in the fishing world! 
Skeeter Fowler made a huge footprint 
here that we will carry on forever in 
our hearts and across each wave in 
the water your legend will echo! 

Skeeter enjoyed competing 
in this tournament (has won a 
boat, truck and cash this year)
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Call or Email Today For 
Great Advertising Results 

LAKE FORK EVENTS

Donna Wooldridge
Owner / Editor 

Lake Fork Area News 

Lake Fork Area News 
is a local Free month-
ly publication that  is 
proud to cover different 
aspects of fishing and 
activities here in the 
Lake Fork area. We 
would like to thank the 
local business owners 
and residents that make 
it possible to distribute 

our paper throughout the com-
munity!  We are also available 
each month Online as well as 
our  Facebook page that shares 
community news and informa-
tion on a daily basis.
  Our mission is to highlight the 
positive benefits of living and 
visiting the Lake Fork area and 
the wonderful local atmosphere 
of what it brings! We look for-
ward to providing more stories, 
events, and special features for 
our readers! 
   This is a passion that I enjoy 
on a daily basis - along with 

Follow Us On Facebook 
Lake Fork Area News Fish On 

469-552-1824
“The Little Paper With Big Bass Results”

P.O. Box 161 
Yantis Texas 75497  

lakeforknews@yahoo.com

 469-552-1824 

fishing and although we are a 
small paper we strive to make 
a big difference!

lakeforknews@yahoo.com

We Cover it all ......
Big Bass, Crappie, Catfish 

Kayak, High School Fishing 
Tournaments

Local Anglers & Jr Anglers 
Boat owners & Benefit Tournaments

Local Activities & Events
Fishing Guide Reports 

Highlights & Storys about our   
Local Business’s & Much More!

Toyota Sharelunker Updates 

White ( Sand )Bass

Catfish 

Black Crappie

White Crappie

Texas Parks & Wild Life 
Certified Scales 
Lake Fork Marina -

 Hwy 17
Minnow Bucket Marina - 

Hwy 154
Oakridge Marina - 

Hwy 154

Wood County 
Game Warden 
(903) 763-2201

Toyota Share Lunker 
Program 

(903) 681-0550   
(888) 784-0600

10” Minimum  length limit 
25 Fish Daily Bag Limit 

Blue Catfish & 
Channel Catfish

12” Minimum length limit 
25 Fish Daily Bag Limit

18” Minimum length limit 
5 Fish Daily Bag Limit

Blue Catfish 

Channel Catfish 

Flathead Catfish 

16” - 24” length limit 
(No fish kept between 16-24”)
5 Fish Daily Bag Limit 

Crappie
For black and white crappie 
caught from DEC. 1 through 
the last day of FEB., there is 
no minimum length limit and 
all crappie caught must be 
retained. From March through 
November, minimum length is 10 
inches. Year-round daily bag limit 
is 25 crappie in any combination.

LAKE FORK FISHING REGULATIONS
Bass

Flathead Catfish

 469-552-1824

Upcoming Tournaments 
and Events November 
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BASS CHAMPS 
TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP 

OCTOBER 9-10

Upcoming Tournaments
and Events 

FOR OCTOBER

BERKLEY BIG BASS
OCTOBER 16-17

WINNSBORO

QUITMAN

HWY 154
HWY 182

FM 17US 69
ALBA

FM 515EMORY

MINEOLA

SULPHUR SPRINGS 
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N
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S
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Welcome To 
LAKE FORK 



James Caldemeyer Lake Fork Fishing Guide Report 

James Caldemeyer’s
Lake Fork Trophy Bass
Monthly Fishing Report
October 2021

      Wow! It’s October already!? What a great month 
to be here at Lake Fork fishing though. The weather 
is cooling off and you can catch a lot of quality fish. 
With hunting seasons beginning you’ll often have 
the lake mostly to yourself as many anglers opt for 
the stands and blinds over their favorite fishing spot. 
It’s also a great time to get the kids and family out on 
the water for some great fishing fun. For all of you 
tournament anglers, one of the best tournaments of 
the year is this month as well. It’s the 16th Annual 
Berkley Big Bass Tournament is October 16th and 
17th hosted by Bass Champs at Lake Fork Marina. 
This event has become one of the biggest hourly big 
bass tournaments with great opportunities to win lots 
of cash and two boats will be given away. This event 
just keeps getting better and better each year so you 
will not want to miss it. Whether you are coming out 
for the tournament, fun fishing with the family, or in 
serious pursuit of a trophy bass of a lifetime, here are 
some tips and information that will help you catch 
lots of Lake Fork bass!
     The lake is in great shape despite being about 2 
feet low. I actually prefer the lake low during this 
time of year. It makes the fishing better as it con-
denses the bait and bass into smaller areas instead 
of scattering them out. It also helps expedite the fall 
turnover of the lake. When we get hurricane season 
rainfall while the lake is turning it slows the turnover 
process and keeps the water clarity in the lake stained 
longer. The lake started turning over last month but 
has pretty much finished up on most areas of the lake 
which is great! You’ll find visibility to about 2 ½ feet 
on the south end and stained to off colored water up 
north. Water temperatures have been ranging from 
low to mid 70’s and we have some great fall vegeta-
tion growing in the backs of a lot of the creeks.
    I have been starting off the day with some top 
water fishing of some kind. Berkley Baits has really 
made this exciting this year! They have an incredi-
ble line of hard baits for topwater fishing and have 
expanded the selection of sizes and colors for 2021. 
I’ve been having great success lately with the J Walk-
er, Bullet Pop, and Choppo but there are several other 
baits that are really good also. Best colors are bone, 
white, or any shad color. The action on these things 
is impressive and the fish eat them. They are high 
quality and have great hooks out of the package at 
an affordable price. Main lake points and secondary 
points have been best for topwater but also look for 
some action in the back of the creeks and coves as the 
water cools down. Lake Fork Marina is one of the few 
places you can get these baits and they have a HUGE 
assortment of other new Berkley baits. I am also fish-
ing shallow running crank baits in these same areas 
and am concentrating on depths of 2-6 feet. I like 
to throw a lipless crank bait like the Berkley Warpig 
or Berkley Square Bull. These baits will catch a lot 

of fish during the month of October. My best 
areas have been where you find a combination 
of shallow grass and concentrations of bait fish. 
If you find the shad, you will find bass nearby. 
On real windy days the 5” Berkley Hollow Belly 
swim bait fished directly against the bank has 
really produced some quality fish. Best colors on 
swim baits have been gizzard shad, pearl, and 
Tennessee shad. If you like swimbaits, you’ll also 
want to check out the NEW Berkley “Gilly”! It 
was awarded the prestigious “Best of Show” at 
ICAST this year. That’s saying something!
    Also, Texas rigged worms like the Berkley 
7-10” Power worm are always a sure choice if 
you can’t get the bass to chase anything. I have 
also been having great success on a number of 
new baits. Best colors have been blue fleck, June 
bug, plum, and black/blue. There are days when 
the fish get finicky and it takes a subtle approach 
to coax them into biting. This is when I break 
out my Abu Garcia Veritas PLX drop shot and 
shaky head rod. I will rig up some 10 lb. test 
Berkley Nanofil on my Abu Garcia SX spinning 
reel and add about 20 yards of Trilene 100% flu-
orocarbon leader to it at the end. The light line 
itself will produce more bites from finicky bass 
but coupled with a great bait like the Berkley 
Powerbait 4.75” Bottom Hopper puts the icing 
on the cake. If you are a tournament fisherman 
this is the best way to increase your odds of 
catching more fish under the slot, especially 
when there is heavy fishing pressure on the lake 
from the tournaments. 
     Although a lot of the shallow fishing is very 
productive this time of year, be sure to look at 
some deep spots as well. Humps, points, road-
beds, pond dams, and ridges in 15-25 feet of wa-
ter are great places. These big fish will be school-
ing up in these areas following shad, yellow bass, 
and crappie around looking for an easy meal. 
The Carolina rig is very good on these deep bass. 
I like to rig mine with a 1oz weight, 4-foot lead-
er, and a 3/0 wide gap hook. The Berkley Power-
bait 6.25” Bottom Hopper, Lug Worm, Jerk Shad, 
or a good ole 7” Power Worm on this rig. Best 
colors are chartreuse pepper, shady watermelon 
candy, blue fleck, and watermelon red. The jig 
bite is good too. A 1/2-3/4 oz football head is a 
great thing to have tied on. Any shade of greens 
and browns or black & blue is best with a Berk-
ley Powerbait Pit Boss or Chigger Craw on the 
back. Berkley 4” Swim Shads are also some great 
baits for swimming thru these deep bass. Espe-
cially if you find them suspended. I like char-
treuse shad, silver shad, and bunker colors. Just 
count the bait down to the fish and start slow 
rolling it back to the boat. Keep a firm grip on 
your rod because when they hit, they hit it hard! 
With Berkley increasing their selection of baits 
this year, I will be excited to see them in action 
during the tournament. There will definitely be 
some giant bass caught on them, so come out 

and join us for what should be the most exciting 
tournament of the year!
    Well, I hope this helps anyone that’s com-
ing out this month to chase some big bass. If 
you would like to fish with me this year, I still 
have a few dates for this fall available. My 2022 
schedule is already filling as well so contact me 
as soon as possible if you are beginning to plan 
your trip for next year. I also have gift certifi-
cates available for those of you that are interest-
ed in purchasing a friend or loved one a guided 
trip on Lake Fork. You can contact me to make 
your reservation at 903-736-9888 or send me 
an email at lakeforktrophybass@yahoo.com You 
can also visit my website for more information 
about Lake Fork and my guide service at www.
officiallakeforktrophybass.com You can find me 
on Facebook and follow my official Lake Fork 
Trophy Bass Guide page at https://www.face-
book.com/lakeforktrophybassguide
   I have enjoyed my new Bass Cat boat for the 
2021 fishing season. It’s been an amazing boat 
and I couldn’t be happier to be serving my cus-
tomers on Lake Fork as one of the newest mem-
bers of the Bass Cat Family! If you’re interested 
in checking out any of the Bass Cat models, be 
sure to reach out to R & R Marine in Pittsburg, 
Texas. Steven Stroman and his crew have amaz-
ing sales and service as well as a complete tackle 
shop. I would like to thank all my sponsors that 
support me. I am looking forward to represent-
ing them again this year on Major League Fish-
ing Big 5 circuit as well as serving all my great 
guide clients on Lake Fork! Sponsors: Toyota, 
Carhartt, Bass Cat Boats, Mercury Marine, I Am 
Second, Berkley, Abu Garcia, Garmin, Santone 
Lures, Costa Sunglasses, Power Pole, 3:16 Lure 

PAGE 6 lakeforknews@yahoo.com OCTOBER 2021

Guide James Caldemeyer

Peyton with his new personal best 
while out on a trip with Lake Fork 
Guide James Caldemeyer on 9-29-2021

Jason Aldridge with a nice fish while 
out fishing Lake Fork with Guide James Caldemeyer

Kevin Brown with a healthy fall Lake 
Fork bass while out with Guide James Caldemeyer 



PAGE 7lakeforknews@yahoo.comOCTOBER 2021  

Doug Shampine  
www.lakeforktrophybass.com 

Guide Fishing Report

903-902-3855
October fishing on Lake Fork 
is normally good as we get into 
the fall season and headed to-
wards cold weather. Bass and 
crappie will be active as the 
lake cools off and the fish are 
thinking about feeding up for 
the winter. Look for the shad 
to be moving into the pockets 
especially where there is veg-
etation and the bass will move 
with them. When this happens 

you can catch bass on several dif-
ferent baits like early top water yel-
low magic. I keep one tied on all day 
as you will see bass chasing shad 
all day as the water cools. Oth-
er baits that work this time of the 
year will be the wacky rigged sen-
ko, shallow square bill crankbait, 
a fluke rigged weightless worked 
along the edges of the grass and a 
texas rigged baby brush hog. The 
other good thing about this time of 
the year is the lake is not busy so 
your favorite fishing hole wont have 
some one sitting on it when you get 
there. As for the crappie they are 
also feeding and this time of the 
year you can catch some BIG crap-
pie!! Minnows always work and my 
favorite color jig has been monkey 
milk this year. I catch most of my 
crappie in the 18-22 ft range around 
brush or lay downs. If you are in-
terested in a trip call or text me 
at 940-902-3855 and keep in mind 
Christmas is not too far away and a 
fishing trip makes a great gift. 

For booking details see 
www.lakeforktrophybass.com  

 Doug Shampine   DSP Guide Service



CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE

Hwy 154 & 515  Yantis, Texas Lake Fork 
Open Sun.~Mon. 5am-9pm Tues~Sat. 5am-10pm

Groceries ~ Gas ~ Diesel
Fishing & Hunting License

Texas Lottery ~ Bait & Tackle
903-383-2750

BIG SMITH’S BBQ AND DIPNET
903-438-1547

4858 TX Hwy 154 (corner of 154 & CR 1174)
2 1/2 Minutes South of Walmart

Along with our Famous BBQ 
NOW SERVING 

Catfish, Shrimp & Ribeye Steaks!

BIG SMITH’S BBQ AND CATFISH 

Advertise with us  

The Little Paper With Big Bass Results

Call or email us today 

lakeforknews@yahoo.com

469-552-1824

Fish Replicas $18.00 Per Inch 

Ducks 
$325.00 & Up

tim.lambert63@verizon.net

B & B Upholstery

terrylakefork@yahoo.com

Boats • Autos • Furniture Repairs...
Terry Bernhard
Owner
903-519-0187
711 Indian Gap Quitman, TX
P.O. 718 Quitman, TX 75783

Boats ~ Autos ~ Furniture 
Restoration and Repairs 

903-519-0187   
903-878-9997

Terry Bernhard
Owner

711 Indian Gap Quitman TX 
P.O. 718 Quitman TX  75783

TK ROOFING REPAIR 
Cant afford to replace & repair !

AND COATING SYSTEM 

Tim Lambert  214-395-1100

ALL COMMERCIAL ROOFING SYSTEMS
RESIDENTIAL REPAIR SERVICES

10% Military Discount   $50 Referral 

Lake Fork 
Area News 
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Six Little Stories ... to have a Happy Life
1.  Once all the villagers decided to pray for rain. On the day 
of prayer, all of the people gathered, but only one boy came 
with an umbrella - THAT IS FAITH!
2. When you throw babies in the air, they laugh with joy be-
cause they know that will catch them - THAT IS TRUST!
3. Every night we got to bed without any assurance of being 
alive the next morning, but still we set alarms to wake up - 
THAT IS HOPE! 
4. We plan big things for tomorrow in spite of zero knowledge 
of the future. THAT IS CONFIDENCE!
5. WE see the world suffering, but still we get married and 
continue to have children  - THAT IS LOVE! 
6. On an old man’s shirt there was a written sentence ‘I am 
not 80 years old; I am sweet 16 with 64 years of experience’ - 
THAT IS ATTITUDE 

Tuesday-Saturday
5am - 9pm 

Sunday 
5am-3pm

271 COUNTY ROAD 1558
ALBA TX. 75410

903-765-2087

at Lake Fork Marina 
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We just received a new 
shipment of Richardson 

trucker hats!  Lots of new 
styles and color combina-
tions. Come and get em!

Hwy 17 275 CO. Rd 1558 ALBA TX. 75410

903-765-2764
Lake Fork’s 
finest resort 

renovated rooms 
Lodges, Cabins 
Gift shop Best 

Tackle Selection 
Anywhere !Full Service Marina-Restaurant -RV Park

2021 State Team Championship 
Lake Bob Sandlin 

  The JC Outdoors Team Cham-
pionship was held at Lake Bob 
Sandlin at the end of August and 
boy were their some good fish 
caught!  
  This a two day tournament that 
ends the season with some big 
cash and alot of eager anglers 
that have fished hard all year 
long! The combined Texas Teams 
were brought alot of excitement 
to the tournament as well as the 
beautiful weather that made it 
comfortable to fish for the an-
glers. 
  Congrats to our 2021 State Team 
Champions Aaron Walker and 
Corey Maples. They dropped the 
biggest limit of the Tournament 
on day 2 - 27.83 anchored by 
Day 2 Big Bass of 8.97. Day one 
they had a BB of 8.70 to anchor 
their 15.16 lb 4 fish stringer. This 
weekends Payday for them was 
$11,120!

Second Place Team went to Jeff 
Reynolds and Randall Bruce 38.97 
Total with a 16.71 Day 1 Limit an-
chored by a 8.31 and a Day 2 Limit 
of 22.26 anchored by a 8.71 earn-
ing them $3000
Third Place Team was our Day 1 
Leaders with 38.40 Total. They led 
day 1 with 22.88 anchored by a 
7.04 and day 2 had a limit for 15.52 
anchored by a 6.52 earning them 
$1500
Fourth Place Team Nick Brown 
and Steve Eldred Day 1 10.45 limit 
must have fired them up because 
they got mad at Em today and 
dropped 21.42 on the scales for a 
Total of 31.87 and a $1000 Payday.
Fifth Place was Randy Mercer and 
Ryan Mercer with 27.70 earning 
them $750.
Sixth Place was Tim Weaver and 
Levi Weaver with a 2 day total of 
27.68 earning them a $600 Payday.
7th Place Team Ricky Sipes/Mike 
Butler 25.85 earned them $500

Continued on Page 10
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www.diamondsportsmarine.com

Diamond Sports Marine  
3910 w. HWY 154   

9/10 Mile North of  

903-383-7829  

LAKE FORK 

of 154 Bridge   

The Newest Skeeter   
& Now Excel Dealer    

In Texas    
Proud to be a part 

of the heritage  
YAMAHA TECHNICIAN IN HOUSE  

2020 Fork Fall Teams James Croney
                                     Verlon Croney
2021 Texoma Teams  Jeff Reynolds 
                                     Randall Bruce
2021 Fork Teams        Aaron Walker 
                                     Corey Maples
2021 Tyler Teams       Jason James 
                                     Todd Smith
2021 Fork Solo           Tim Weaver

8th Place Team  Keith 
Gordon/Clint Gordon 25.15 
earning them $450
9th Place Team Ed Rich-

J C Outdoors Bass Trails 2021 Anglers of the Year! 

Continued from Page 9

ards/Chris McNamara 23.86 
earning them $400
10th Place Hunter Smith/Jeff 
Sanderson 22.17 earned them 
$350
11th Place Randy Parks/Joey 
Gautney 22.02 earned them $300
12th Place Mark Taylor/Scott 
Taylor 21.99 earning them $250
Thanks Again to all of our Amaz-
ing Anglers for an Awesome 
Spring Season on Lakes Fork, 
Tyler and Texoma.
Mark, Diane and Sassy
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CATCH of 
the DAY!

  If you have a Lake Fork catch of the day photo you would like to share 
with us just email your photo and information to us! 
lakeforknews@yahoocom or call us at

 (469) 552-1824

A great day of fishingon Lake Fork 
with guide 

Zach Hughes 

Randy Maxwell had a 
great catch with 

guide Randy Oldfield 

Tony having a great day of fishing 
with Guide 

Phillip Montano 

Bridget Jordan with a Lake Fork
 Beauty fishing withguide Randy Oldfield 

Jack York with a awesome 
11.13 pound Lake Fork Monster !

Justin Fredrick caught some 
massive Slabs with Grey Beard Fishing 

Guide BJ Shelton 

A great catch by Abbey  fishing with
 guide Phillip Montano 

Jason Conn 
- Man what a 
day on the best 
bass lake in the 
nation with two 
of the coolest 
guys you’ll 
ever meet.  
Chad Prath-
er and Steve 
Helms Band 
put a whoopin 
on em   Steve 
caught a giant 
weighing near-
ly 8 lbs while 
Chad was mak-
ing out with 
fish !!!  Good 
times.

Jacky Wiggins - 50 fish in 3 hour and 
57 minutes for first timers Kenneth 
and Eddison on Fork

5.65 lbs.  Caught at night under 
the 515  E bridge on a crappie jig.
                    Terry Dees

Patrick Malone had an very interesting 
catch of the day on Lake Fork! 

Big O’l Lake Fork Bass caught 
with Grey Beard Fishing Guide 

BJ Shelton 
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Planet Ford 635 
Saturday evening team tournament 
SePtemBer 25 2021 

They had sixteen boats on September 25, 
2021 in the Planet Ford 635 Saturday Eve-
ning Team Tournament on Lake Fork at Lake 
Fork Marina.

TOP winners:
1st place: Wayne Godwin/Tyler Dyess 
with 9.68lbs. $1000 
(Total win: $1000+$220+$150BB=$1370!)

2nd place: Curtis Daniels/Aaron VonRosen-
burg with 8.29lbs. $300

3rd place: Chris Buffington/William Newton 
with 7.88lbs. $160

4th place: Hunter Smith/Gregory Allen 
with 7.48lbs. $100

5th place: Leeo Loeuk
 with 7.16lbs. 
Owner Hook Package 

Big Bass: Wayne Godwin/Tyler Dyess 
with 2.27lbs. $150

No one caught a Super Bass and the $2540 
pot rolls over to the final series tournament 
on October 2, 2021.

Ardent test driver: participant 
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Jr Anglers & Small frys
If you have a picture of your Jr Angler or small fry enjoying 

fishing email it to  lakeforknews@yahoo.com or contact me at 
(469) 552-1824 We Love Seeing These Young Kids Fish!

All Of these Jr Anglers had a blast fishing up in Athens 
Big or small they all had a great fun-filled day including the little princess angler ! 

Decks Awnings

Power

Washing
Serving 

Yantis -Quitman -Emory- Winnsboro- Tawakoni

Mike Mann

Roger Boisvert
214-263-7398

903-279-2479
Veteran 
Owned 

Call today for a free estimate
M & R Construction 

We also do FENCES 
Wood & Chain Link 

Electrical
Plumbing & More

Big richard & lil SiS 
BBQ & More!

Hibachi Rice Coming Soon!

Located in Yantis on Main Street  ( next to the carwash ) 

Delicious Brisket or Pulled Pork 
Sandwiches-Tacos-Burgers-Nachos-Giant Turkey Legs

Funnel Cakes-Hand-dipped Corn dogs-Fresh Cut Fries
Texas Tator Twist-Fresh Squeezed Lemonade

and Much More!!



High School Fishing 
Lake Palastine  September 18th
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ALBA 
9th place out 123 
teams 
Pay out to place 18
$45 Lew’s Strike King 
Gift Card
Micah Smith
Chaelton Cook #12.5

QUITMAN had 3 out of 6 teams 
weighed in today. GREAT job 
guys on our 1st tournament 
of the season!!!  Roy/Tyann 
weighed in 1 fish at 3.30, 
Weston/Lawson weighed in 1 
fish at 1.48, & Brandon/Haydan 
weighed in 3 at 4.32.

Winnsboro ** Team Brumley 
weighed in 5 fish for a total of 
19.09 pounds!  Congratula-
tions Kevin, Skeet and Slay-
ton!! Currently 2nd Place

Rains What a way to start the season!!!! It was BLAZIN hot!!! With scattered 
breeze - Congratulations to our whole team. 2nd place overall, pretty good!!! 
Congratulations to 10th place Angler Kyle Evans, Angler Kole Sustaire, and 
Captain Jeremy Cook. Congratulations to 1st place Anglers Brayden Juarez, 
Angler Grant Guidry, and Captain Tim Thomas. One team with boat prob-
lems, hopefully back up quickly. Rains had 18 out of 19 teams fish!!! With 
one female team. Big fishing team family. 

 The THSBA Northeast 
division kicked off the 
first season opener on 
September 18th at Lake 
Palastine. 
  A total of 123 teams 
were entered represent-
ing 30 High school dis-
tricts. It was a hot day 
but clear and with some 
scattered breezes made 
for a great day of fishing! 
  The Lake Fork area 
teams didn’t disappoint 
taking first, second and 
third in strong fashion! It 
is going to be an exciting 
season! 

1st-Winnsboro (14Teams)
2nd Rains (19 Teams)
3rd Grand Saline (9 Teams)

THSBA Northeast Awarded 
18 Places...

GSHSBA’S had 3 Teams in the 
Award Status....

5th Place was Bryce Henry 
and Jace Mercer 
BC: Ryan Henry 
5 bass for 13.81 lbs
Received (3) Plaques and (2) 
125.00 Lews/Strike Gift Cards 
11th Place was Maddux Bart-
lett & Macoy Lewis.......BC: 

James O’Donnell 
5 bass for 11:11 lbs (I guess 
“11” was their Lucky # yester-
day, They Received (2) $50.00 
Academy Gift Cards 
18th Place was Dustin McK-
inney & David Wilson..... BC: 
Travis Jones 
3 bass for 8.54 lbs and Re-
ceived (2) $20.00 Academy 
Gift Cards

*** Team South weighed 
in 5 fish for a total of 14.27 
pounds!  Congratulations 
Brian, Pake, and Gage!!  
Currently 4th Place
*** Team Brown weighed 
in 4 fish for a total of 11.09 
pounds!  Congratulations 
Rick, Nathan, and Alex!!  
Currently 12th Place
*** Team Joiner weighed 
in 5 fish for a total of 10.74 
pounds! Congratulations 
Dreabon, Jace, and Col-
ten!! Currently 14th Place
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michael PottS BeneFit tournament SePtemBer 18

Congratulations to Richard 
James and Rodney James 
weighing in 11.77 with a 2.38 
big fish at the Michael Potts 
benefit tournament!! That 
was enough for the win!! 
These fellas won and chose 
to donate the winnings back 
the Potts family! 
2nd place Richie Bruister 
weighed in 10.72 for second 
place. These good fellas 

BILLY DYSON 
MEMORIAL TOURNAMENT  

SEPTEMBER 26TH
LAKE FORK MARINA

the big bass of 2.68lbs winning 
a total of $800 and this to add 
“We were blessed again today 
with a 4th Place finish in the 
Billy Dyson Foundation Tour-
nament. We had 8.44 in Unders, 
anchored with Big Bass of the 
tournament, a 2.68. Missed the 
fish three times that would have 
won the tournament. But, that 
is why it is called fishing. Thank 
you Mark Howard for helping 
put this tournament on. Billy is 
truly missed by many.”

Angler #1            Angler #2     # of Fish Big Bass   Total Weight Payouts        Points
1 Tommy Sikes Don Potts            5                 8.27 $1200+$580SP 200
2 Randy Steele Tom Whitrock 5   2.05                8.00 $600+$290SP 198
3 Danny Brown John Davidson 5                 7.95 $340+$180SP 196
4 Steve Hodge Shawn O Malley 5                 7.84 $280+$140SP 194
5 Verlon Croney James Croney 5                 7.38 $230+$120SP 192
6 Darrell Campbell Jack Bowen            5                 7.22 $180+$100SP 190
7 David Pitre Rich Cavanugh 4                 7.17 $150.00            188
8 Bruce Church Jeff Ferrar            5                 6.91 $120.00            186
9 Tim Weaver Levi Weaver            5                 6.69                        184
10 John Redman Thomas Redman 5                 6.57                        182

Rank Boat No. Angler #1 Angler #2 # of Fish  Big Bass  Total Weight Payouts
1    28     Ricky Sipes Kenny Nail          5        2.31         9.07          $5,000.00 
2     3     Richard Osborn ChrisMclair          5          8.81          $500.00 
3    10     Bruce Flowers Larry Lehman       5          8.51          $400.00 
4     5     Steve Hodge Shawn OMalley    5         2.68         8.44       $300+$500BB 
5    16     Randy Maxwell Derek Grier          5          8.04         $200.00 
6     4     Tim Weaver Levi Weaver          5          7.28         $200 Service Marine 1st out of the Money Bonus
7     1     Kenny Bredemier Chad Craddock  5         2.40         6.81  
8    25     Nick Brown                      5          6.73  
9    22     Terry Noyes James Comb        5          6.48  
10    19     Bryson Huff Chris Huff          5          6.16 

JC outdoors September 25th 

   Michael Potts was very 
loved and respected by so 
many here at Lake Fork. It 
was with much sadness that 
we learned of his passing. 
Our prayers and thoughts are 
with the entire Potts family. 
  Ajandshannon Shelley put 
together a benefit tourna-
ment in his honor on Lake 
Fork September 18, 2021 with 
75% of the proceeds going to 
the Potts family. 

also donated their winnings to the 
Potts family!
We’d like to thank everybody for 
coming out!!! 
Thanks Mike Whitten and Tuff 
Skinz for donating a motor cover 
to first place!!! 

The fellowship in the crappie 
community in Texas is unbeat-
able!!!! We would also like to 
thank Dane Myers with Crappie 
Fishing Fools for donating the 
sniper 13’ to 2nd place!!! And 
Rains Guide Service for the trip 
to the lowest weight!

  There were good times had by the anglers that fished the 
first annaul Billy Dyson Foundation Memorial foundation. 
  It was a great weather day to get out and find some of 
those Lake Fork Bass! It would be the team of Ricky Sipes 
and Kenny nail taking first place and a check for $5,000! 
Richard Osborn & Chris Mclair took second for $500. Third 
place was Bruce Flowers & Larry Lehman for $400. Fourth 
place went to Steve Hodge & Shawn O’Malley who also had 

A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL 
OF THE GREAT SPONSORS!

GOOD LUCK TO ALL 
OF THE ANGLERS 

WITH THE NEW 
SEASON 

TOP TEN WINNERS 

The Jc Outdoors first fall circuit kicked off on September 
25th with a clean slate for all! It was a great weather day 
but the fish were a tough find! The anglers managed to get 
5 fish but it was a struggle for most of them. The team of 
Tommy Sikes & Don Potts landed in first place with a total 5 
fish weight of 8.27lbs. Second would be the team of Randy 
Steele with a total of 8.00lbs including a big bass of 2.05lbs. 
Third was Danny Brown & John Davidson with 7.95lbs and 
Steve Hodge & Shawn O’malley took 4th with 7.84lbs. 

TOP TEN WINNERS 
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Bent Tree Motel 
Emory at Lake Fork

Clean spacious  
rooms and suites 
with a refrigerator, 
free wifi & boat  
parking. Close to 
Lake Fork, Lake  
Tawakoni, and  
Canton First Monday!

381 W. Lennon Dr.  
Emory, Texas 75440 

(903) 473-0061

bent-tree-motel.business.site

American
Cinnamon Bear’s 
 984 N. Texas St. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-268-5670
Don's Restaurant 
 899 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-473-0035
Dairy Queen 
 365 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-473-2236
Leeo's Chicken 
 407 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-473-3200
Marshall’s BBQ Pit 
 745 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-953-5353
Pizza Hut 
 122 S. Texas St. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-473-5550
Sidekick’s Restaurant 
 903 N. Texas St. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-473-3325
Sonic 
 211 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-474-9600
Wild West BBQ 
400 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-953-0333
Ya’ll Come Back Cafe 
 659 W. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-473-2224

Asian
CK Kitchen
1114 S. Texas St. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-953-3663
Leeo's Chicken 
 407 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-473-3200

Bar & Grill
*Sidekicks Bar & Grill 
 Live Music 
 909 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-953-0090

Coffee House
Reka's Rise & Shine 
 419 N. Texas St. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-473-2015 

Greek
Stefanos Greek Kouzina 
  234 E. Quitman St. 
  Emory, Texas 75440 
  903-953-0111 
 
Mexican
*Dos Charros 
  400 W. Lennon Dr. 
  Emory, Texas 75440 
  903-473-0007
El Manna Tex-Mex 
  720 E. Lennon Dr. 
  Emory, Texas 75440 
  903-473-2400
Funny Frogs 
  369 W. Lennon Dr.  
  Emory, Texas 75440 
  903-473-8721
Gordita’s 
 545 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-473-2555

Pastry & Deli
Brookshire’s Deli 
 959 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-473-4519
Cinnamon Bear’s 
 984 N. Texas St. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-268-5670
Donut Supreme 
 400 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-474-2310
Reka’s Rise & Shine  
 419 N. Texas St. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-474-2310
Stefanos Greek Kouzina 
 234 E. Quitman St. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-953-0111
Subway 
 211 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-473-3999

Steak House
*Chateau Bistro 
1026 E. Lennon Dr. 
Emory, Texas 75440 
214-722-1111 
(inside the Best Western)

* Serves alcohol

EMORY DINING GUIDE
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By DJ Monaco 

It was a brisk October afternoon as I 
hurried to get my fishing gear and my 
faithful black Lab “Rocco” loaded up 
on my brand new Skeeter Bass Boat! 
  It had been a long difficult week and 
I was ready to spend some unwind 
time at my favorite ‘Happy Place’ Lake 
Fork! My fishing time with my buddy 
Rocco was better than a shot of whis-
key on a cold winter night! 
  We were ready for another adven-
ture, so I hit the throttle and zoomed 
out across the calm waters to search 
for the perfect honey hole to land 
some Lake Fork monsters! 
  I slowly scanned the waters watch-
ing my fish finder with only a few 
images popping up here and there. I 
decided to head towards Little Caney 
Creek, somewhere that my other boat 
couldn’t quite get me all the way in. 
But now with my new sleek Skeeter I 
knew it would be a breeze. 
  The skies were pretty clear with only 
a few distant clouds and I knew I had 
about an hour before the sunset so I 
felt safe to venture in for while. We 
slowly trolled further in with Rocco 
standing on the deck wagging his tail 
with excitement! 
   I picked up my Rod throwing my 
first cast and leaning back onto my 
deck seat. I quickly began getting 
bites, and soon had a huge large 
mouth taking my lure! Rocco was 
right by my side as I began bring-
ing that whopper closer to the boat! 
Just when it was in reach it shook its 
mouth and spit it out! I was frustrat-
ed but intrigued, I knew the big ones 
were here and I was determined to 
land one of those “Legendary” Lake 
Fork monsters to call my own! Rocco 
just sat and watched as I cast again 
and again ...then BAM there it was an 
over the slot for sure was on the line! 
I struggled and fought again to make 
sure this double digit was coming in 

the boat! 
   Rocco paced the deck and 
barked with joy when I brought 
my personal best all the way in! 
I weighed and measured and 
even got a quick pic with Rocco 
as a witness! I was so proud and 
excited! What an adrenaline rush 
to have such a great catch! 
  As I leaned down to release it 
back into the waters I noticed 
a huge ripple was forming all 
around the edge of the boat. The 
sun was setting and the distant 
clouds had become heavy and 
dark. I knew it was time to turn 
around and head back! I was 
still feeling the rush from my big 
catch and began putting my gear 
up and turning the boat to be-
gin to troll out and head back to 
camp. 
  It was getting darker and darker 
and I looked over at Rocco and 
he was laying flat on the deck 
with his ears back and his tail 
very still. This began to alarm me 
because this was not a normal 
action for him. 
   I tried to remain calm and even 
tried to get Rocco to come sit 
in the hull of the boat to relax 
him, but he had no part of it and 
stayed frozen in his position 
on the deck of the boat. All of a 
sudden the sky went pitch black 
and the wind whirled around us, 
the only noise were the herons 
screeching in the night taking 
flight from danger in the dark-
ness. Within moments my motor 
went dead I had no power - no 
lights and had no clue where the 
safety of the bank was! I reached 
for my phone and couldn’t find 
it, I fumbled around to find my 
back up flashlight just as I flipped 
the switch on and the beam went 
across the water I saw two very 
large red eyes of a huge crea-
ture leaping from the water and 
jumping onto the boat. I fell back 
into the hull and had dropped 
my flashlight, I felt a loud thud 
hit the boat and a huge splash of 
water, then the wind became per-
fectly still and there was total si-
lence...I called out for Rocco and 
once again more silence. I could 
see the beam of my flashlight in 
the floor and frantically reached 
for it shining it across the boat in 
search of Rocco. He was not in the 
boat, I continued to call his name 
as I shined the beam across the 
waters. I was devastated - there 
was no sign of my best friend! 
    I had heard rumors of alliga-
tors in Caney Creek but was that 
red eyed monster truly a gator? 
If not what was it and did it take 
my dog?? As I sat there in silence 
scared to death for Rocco and 
for myself as well...all the lights 
on my boat lit up, my hands 

were shaking as I gripped the 
steering wheel as another loud 
thump hit the side of the boat 
lifting it slightly out of the wa-
ter, just then  the trolling motor 
began to hum again so I jumped 
up and began trying to navigate 
out of the channel while desper-
ately calling for Rocco. 
   My fear was intense as I came 
into the calm open waters. 
There was not a boat in sight as 
I turned off the trolling motor 
and sat with my hands over my 
face, tears pouring and my chest 
still pounding from total fright! 
I felt a gentle tug on jeans and 
pulled my hands away from 
my face and looked down...it 
was Rocco!!! He began licking 
me with his tail wagging 90 
miles an hour! How could this 
be? Rocco was not on the boat 
this whole time... yet his fur 
was completely dry. It made no 
sense to me - but I was now cry-
ing tears of joy to have my best 
friend back in the boat!
     I jumped in the drivers seat 
with Rocco by my side and hit 
the throttle once again to head 
across still waters and back to 
the boat ramp. There was not a 
boat or a single person back at 
the boat ramp. 
    Back at the campsite I started 

What made the weather take 
an extreme sudden turn and 
turn pitch black? What made 
my brand new Skeeter lose all 
power and yet restore all power 
in open water? 
Where did Rocco go, and how 
was he uninjured and dry ? 
How did he re-appear on the 
boat in open water? What was 
the red eyed monster that had 
emerged from the water and 
repeated to hammer my boat, 
that didn’t have damage or a 
scratch on it? 
  Was it a Lake Fork  alligator 
or was it a mysterious monster 
that made this night of terror 
on the lake for me and my best 
friend? 
   I finished the whole bottle of 
Tennessee whiskey that night as 
Rocco stayed close by my side. 
  I awoke the next morning to a 
splitting headache and my best 
friend Rocco snoring at the end 
of the bed ... did the red eyed 
monster really exist or was it all 
just a whiskey dream? As I got 
up and made a cup of coffee and 
peeked out the camper window, 
I took a big sigh of relief, there 
hooked up to my truck was my 
rusty 1988 Aluminum John 
boat!   
    After all I could never afford 

a fire and poured the first shot 
of whiskey. Rocco locked eyes 
with me and with no words we 
both realized we had witnessed 
something that we couldn’t 
explain. After a few more shots 
we sat together watching the 
flames contemplating what had 
happened in the darkness...

a brand new Skeeter with my 
paycheck! I laughed and patted 
Rocko (my Shitzu) on the head 
and made another cup of coffee! 

Happy 
Halloween Everyone!

The Mysterious Night .... while Fishing at Caney Creek 
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LAkE Fork AnGLErs  
MLF RESULTS FROM 9-2-21

RESULTS FROM 9-16-21

Boaters

1st Bob Roberts of Longview with 9 bass 
for 15.05 LB with a lunker of 2.74 LB on c 
rigs.

2nd Jack White of Farmers Branch with 4 
bass for 9.96 LB. with a 3.62 LB lunker

3rd Jerry Ketchum of Weatherford with 6 
bass for 9.92LB with the boater lunker of 
4.31 LB on drop shots.

4th Randy Bunch of Lake Fork with 7 bass 
for 8.68 LB with a 2.02 LB lunker on T-rig.

5th Don Overstreet of Sulphur Springs with 
2 for 4.91 LB with a 3.46 LB lunker.

Co Anglers

1st Jimmie Bright of Frisco with 3 bass for 
5.96 LB with a 2.31 LB lunker.

2nd Rich Cavanaugh of Lake Fork with 3 
bass for 5.06 LB with a 3.31 LB

3rd Bruce Allen of Lake Fork with 1 fish 
which is the co-angler lunker of 3.95 LB.

4th Alf Tuggle of Cypress Springs with 2 
bass for 2.99 LB with a .2.19 LB lunker.

5th Rudy Hall of Mineola  with 1 bass for 
1.77 LB

55 bass were caught. and 3 anglers were 
skunked again.

For information on Joining the Lake Fork 

Anglers send an inquiry to sjbass-
er@gmail.com. We only fish on 
Thursdays daytime at Lake Fork.

Dues is $5 a year and tourna-
ments are $15, We are currently 
looking for new members. Co An-
glers and boaters. BOATERS FISH 
FOR FREE.

Starting at 6:45 AM it was still 
pretty dark. Water Temps are 
down to 80 degrees. Today was 
the first time we have gone back 
to full day fishing ending at 3 PM. 
The fish were biting for most. 
The fact that today was the day 
before the Sealy Outdoors tourna-
ment started there were a whole 
big bunch of boats on the water 
pre-fishing.

The MLF format counts every fish 
over 10” including slots . We fish 
three rotating sections on Lake 
Fork every other Thursday day-
time about 22 times a year...

 We fished section 2 today,
Boaters
1st Dennis Bubinas of Lake Fork 
with 15 bass for 27.95 LB with a 
lunker of 5.49 LB.

2nd Tim Gold of Mineola  with 8 
bass for 12.45 LB. with a 2.49 LB 
lunker

3rd Jack White of Farmers Branch with 4 
bass for 11.44 LB with the boater lunker of 
7.15 LB on drop shots.

4th Frank West of Alba with 6 bass for 
10.97 LB with a 6.94 LB l

5th Dusty Newton of Canton with 5 for 8.14 
LB with a 3.78 LB lunker.

Co Anglers
1st Alf Tuggle of Cypress Springs with 7 
bass for 20.82 LB with a 5.49 LB lunker.

2nd Rick Wright of Rowlett with 8 bass for 
10.82 LB with a 1.72 LB

3rd Gary Gilmore of Ennis with 3 fish for 
8.21 LB with the co-angler lunker of 5.71 
LB.

4th  Ken Kielbas of Arlington with 6 bass 
for 7.28 LB with a .2.02 LB lunker.

5th Jackie Price of Alba with 5 bass for 
5.11 LB with a 1.92 LB lunker.

99 keeper bass were caught. and 2 anglers 
were skunked. We nearly doubled the fish 
caught from the last MLF format. Fish 
were caught from 6” to 5’.

For information on Joining the Lake Fork 
Anglers send an inquiry to sjbasser@
gmail.com. We only fish on Thursdays 
daytime at Lake Fork.

WINNSBORO, TX – “Unrav-
eled: The threads that con-
nect!” will be on display in 
the Winnsboro Center for the 
Arts (WCA) art gallery from 
October 16 to December 4, 
and the reception honoring 
the four featured artists will 
be at WCA on October 17, 
2:30 pm to 4:30 pm.

Featured artists Kristie 
Smith, Valery Guignon, Bren-
da Buck and Phyllis Neal 

An Evening with Michael Martin Murphey
October 16 @ 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm

An Afternoon with Michael Martin Murphey
October 16 @ 4:30 pm - 6:00 pm
Winnsboro Center for the Arts, 200 Market St
Winnsboro, TX 75494 United States

Winnsboro Center for the Arts hosts 2021 
Winnsboro Art & Wine Festival in Downtown 
Winnsboro, Texas from November 12 to 13

WINNSBORO, TX – Winnsboro Center for the Arts 
(WCA) is hosting this year’s annual Winnsboro Art & 
Wine Festival in downtown Winnsboro, Texas from 
November 12 to 13. The festival will be from 1 pm 
to 7 pm, with wineries open until 8 pm on Friday, 
November 12, and from 10 am to 5 pm on Saturday, 
November 13. The Winnsboro Art & Wine Festival is 
an opportunity to shop for artwork from profession-
al artists and wine from local wineries. This year’s 
festival will have over 80 artists, food vendors and 
wineries for festivalgoers to peruse.

Winnsboro Pumpkin Patch 
· 
The pumpkin patch opens October 
2nd and will be open every week-
end in October! We are also booking 
school field trips, birthday parties 
and private events
Hours: Saturday 10-7pm and Sunday 
12-7pm  Location: 1222 Hwy 11 East 
Winnsboro 903-347-6502
Admission $10 per person, age 1 year 
old and under free.  Admission in-
cludes all activities: corn maze, hay-
ride, pumpkin decorating, games and 
amazing family photo opportunities
We will have a concession stand! 

Winnsboro UpcominG EvEnts  
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Williams Creek Crap-
pie Club

September Newsletter

By: Bob Parkinson

The WCCC hosted it’s first 
Vendor & Craft Show on 
September 11, 2021. Ven-
dors were waiting at the door 
at 7:00 AM to start setting 
up booths. We had 8 booths 
setup inside and 7 outside for 
a total of 15 vendors, which 
was not bad for the first time. 
We had some quality booths 
with everything from nice 
homemade craft items, fish-
ing tackle, & leather goods 
to Mickey Dee’s metal cut-
outs. This event opened to 
the public at 9:00 AM and 
ran till 2:00 PM. There was 
a good flow of shoppers all 
day with the largest number 
around 11:00, which is when 
lunch started to be served. 
The Lunch Special was a 
large BBQ sandwich, chips, 
& a drink along with dessert 
for $6.00. That’s the best 
Meal-Deal that’s been around 
Lake Fork in a long time and 
several folks got theirs to 
take home. All the vendors 
said they made some money 

and most said they did really well and want 
to return next year. We had a WCCC table 
set up with information about the club and 
a lot of giveaway items and we had 2 new 
members sign up while they were visiting our 
table. This event took the place of our reg-
ular club meeting for September. The club’s 
next event will be our Club Wide Crappie 
Fish Fry with all the trimmings in October. 
After the fish fry we will have an Ole Time 
Auction for some really good auction items. 
The auction is always a lot of fun. The first 3 
quarters of 2021 have been pretty good for 
the club. It’s good to see things getting back 
to normal after 2020. Our last meeting this 
year will be on November 11th at the Yantis 
Community Center. This meeting will start at 
3:00 PM and guests are welcome to attend. 
Along with the November presentation; we 
will cover the high-lights of 2021, give out a 
little recognition for jobs well done, and have 
a preview of 2022. Anyone that joins the club 
in the 4th quarter will have their member-
ship carried thru next year. We do not meet 
in December. The club will have it’s popular 
Virtual Slab Tournament again next year 
and that will start at the Kick-Off Meeting on 
January 8, 2022. The tournament entry fee 
is $25.00 and you’ll have 4 months to catch 
a Slab Crappie to be entered into a drawing 
to win part of $1,100.00. You must enter 
this tournament, in person, at a regular club 
meeting.

September is the beginning of the Fall Crap-
pie Season. The first day of Fall is Septem-
ber 22, but that doesn’t mean a big change 
in the temperature. September can often 
remain quite warm, if not hot! A lot of folks 
think that means crappie remain in their 
same summer habits. That may be partially 
true, but things other than temperature often 
affect the habits of crappie like the length of 
days, the angle of the sun and a wide variety 
of other factors influence their behaviors. So 
even if it is still hot in September, it doesn’t 
mean crappies aren’t thinking about Fall. 
Afternoons in the Fall can be a good time to 
catch crappie as they move to shallow areas 

to feed as the water cools in the evenings. Deeper 
water around bridge pilings and wood docks or piers 
will also hold September crappie. Another thing you 
should probably consider is night fishing under the 
lights. This once-common, old time technique seems 
to be enjoying a resurgence. It is a very simple prem-
ise. Underwater lights attract plankton that concentrate 
beneath the lights. That attracts small minnows which 
in turn attract bigger fish – specifically crappie and oth-
er game species. It is one of the rare techniques when 
a fisherman can actually get fish to come to him rather 
than going looking for them. A good choice of an un-
derwater light is The Amarine Made 12v-24v 8W 180 
LED 1000 Lumen Submersible Fishing Light. It comes 
with Battery Clips & a Power Plug and it’s available 
from Amazon for about $18.00. With a little ingenuity 
you can use these lights around your dock to draw fish 
right to it,  so you don’t even have to get your boat out 
after dark.  Check ‘em out and “We’ll leave the light on 
for You”. Go-Fish !

Check out the website:
“williamscreekcrappieclub.com”.

Contact us at:
“williamscreekcrappieclub@gmail.com”.
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WELLnEss For thE spirit  

Excellence  
In Painting 

903-474-0403
30+ Years Experience 

Most Jobs Pay upon Completion !  

~ Interior  
 ~ Exterior 

~Texture Repair 

  INSURED FREE ESTIMATES  

JC SCREENS 
window screens made to fit / rescreens / some doors 
SOLAR / FIBER GLASS

john crumley ~ owner

ALUM-MESH / PET-SCREEN

jcjeep94@yahoo.com

ph 903-474-9432 cell 903-473-7469

At Your Site RV Repair LLC

We come to you so you
can keep camping! 

430-235-3258

Veteran Owned
and Operated 

atyoursitervrepair
@gmail.com

NRVTA certified
RV Technician

NRVIA Level 1
RV Inspector

Let's face it... we all like the feeling 
we get when our actions make oth-
ers happy.  It kinda nourishes our 
own need to feed our sense of self, 
renews our confidence and courage 
and/or even can amplify our ego 
which we have to be careful about. 
However, one of the worst hunger 
pains caused by the ego is the need 
to please. 
There is a fine balance in regard 
to pleasing others.  When we stop 
trying to impress or be something 
we’re not, we will finally have the 
freedom to just be ourselves. The 
less concerned you are with what 
others think of you, the more you 
can really enjoy life.  In other words, 
you have to be happy within your-
self before you can please others. 
Learn to be okay with your authen-
tic true self and let that exude un-
apologetically. 
In that process, you will be true 
to you. That’s when you get the 
most from living your soul’s truth. 

"For what it's worth, it's never too 
late or too early to be whoever you 
want to be. There's no time limit. Start 
whenever you want. You can change 
or stay the same. There are no rules 
to this thing. We can make the best, 
or the worst of it. 
I hope you make the best of it. I hope 
you see things that start in you. And 
I hope you feel things you never felt 
before. I hope you meet people with a 
different point of view. I hope you live 
a life you're proud of. And if you find 
that you're not, I hope you have the 
strength to start all over again."
(Benjamin Button, of The Curious 
Case of Benjamin Button)

"If you stop searching, you 
stop living, because then 
you're dwelling in the past. 
And, if you're not reach-
ing forward to any growth 
or future, you will never 
become your higher good.  
So, decide to go within and 
get to the core of you.  You 
have to learn to love your-
self first." 
Alisia Lowder

So, continue to 
remind your-
self that you are 
enough, and re-
main open to that 
transformation 
to nourish and 
cleanse your self 
worth and soul 
every day you 
wake up to a new 
day. 
Being lead by re-
ality and truth, 
Alisia

AA Tree Service
25 Yrs Experience

Dave Morgan • Cell: 903-458-0644
Answered 7 Days A Week

Trimming, Topping, Tree Removal, 
Stump Grinding & Land Cleaning, Plant Trees, Firewood

Senior & Vet Discount
Residential & Commercial FREE Estimates

No Job Too Small or Large
WE DO THEM ALL!
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“Lets Go Fishing”903-383-2921

catfishguide@peoplepc.com  www.thecatfishguide.com

Sponsored by 
Sartin Marine & J PIGG Stinkbait

~ Catfish Trips ~ Crappie Trips ~ Duck Hunts

1/2 Day or Full Day Trips 

Ray Williams 
of Arlington 
tx & Willie 
Williams of 
Mesquite tx 
caught their 
limit of cats 
with  guide 
Stan Kuhn 

Come by and check out our Shade Tree Section waterfrony lots!

Tony Zanfardino from Danbury CT 
caught this nice cat with

guide Stan Kuhn 
Aaron 

Bennett 
with 

another Nice 
Cat 

caught with 
guide 

Stan Kuhn 

Bobby 
Brannon 

from Ft Worth 
caught this 

nice cat 
on 

J-Pigg
 Stinkbait 

Ron, Sawyer & Aaron Bennett
 and Brice Lively caught 73 catfish 

with Guide Stan Kuhn 

Aaron Bennett from Keller
 caught this big cat on

 J-pigg Stinkbait 

Ray Williams 
from 

Arlington 
caught this 

nice cat 
on 

J-Pigg Stink-
bait 

Richard Devon Riddell and Brian
 Knutson caught 85 catfish with guide

 Stan Kuhn 

Beverly Nelson & Jimmie Tobey from Palas-
tine caught a limit of catfish with 

guide Stan Kuhn 

Sawyer Bennett and Brice Lively
 having some fun catching catfish with guide 

Stan Kuhn 

This Gator eats my catfish 
carcus’s when I dump 

them in the Lake 

Brother in laws Dave McConaughey & 
Bobby Brannon catching some catfish 

with guide Stan Kuhn 

Bass guide Whitt Smith & wife 
Getting bit with guide Stan Kuhn 

60 catfish!
Dave 

McCon-
naughey 

from 
Weston CT 
caught this 
9’lber with 

guide 
Stan Kuhn 
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Sam Scroggins, Past President of the 
Wood County Child Welfare Board was 
honored as the Texas Council of Child 
Welfare Boards Volunteer of the Year 
2021.  The award is given for "Excep-
tional volunteer service on behalf of the 
children of the State of Texas". 
Pictured with Sam, among the blue-
bonnets,  are (right to left) Ryan & Julie 
Everett, Foster Parents of the Year; 
Benny Taylor, Outstanding Community 
Resource, and Sam.

End of Summer Fun! 

Sun Eagle Bay Style  

  The folks at Sun Eagle Bay know how to celebrate La-
bor Day weekend !! Between the Golf Cart Parade  the 
BBQ cookoff - music and laughter all weekend! 
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Fish On Friends

Fish On 

Sunrise - Sunset
OCTOBER 2021

   What is it about a sun rise 
or sunset that makes us feel 
so many different emotions? 
Whether I am going through 
good times or the worst times, 
it always makes me take a 
deep breath and melts my 
emotions into it’s beauty. 
   Years ago I lived in the out-
skirts of Tennessee and had 
an early morning job that had 
me up and going before dawn. 
I will never forget driving the 
rural country highway and 
watching the sunrise over the 
beautiful green hills, and as I 
went through the valley ways 
there would be a misty light 
fog where you could see the 
horses running in the fields. 
There were many days I would 
leave early for work so I could 
pull over and sit and watch 
this amazing act of God’s 

beauty with these horses and the 
scenery that was being slowly 
accented by the rays of the sun-
rise. Sitting in my truck in the quiet 
morning glow was time for me to 
give thanks for another day, a way 
to fuel up on goodness that at that 
moment was only between me and 
God. No matter what the day would 
bring or the problems that might 
arise - I was thankful and at peace 
to face what ever would come. 
  To this day I can close my eyes 
and envision the beauty along with 
the calmness that those sunrises 
made me feel inside. As years went 
by I moved into the city after going 
through difficult personal times. In 
the city the view of sunrises and and like a mirror on the water reflects God’s paint-

brush with nature. 
  The start of the day with a sunrise we should al-
ways be thankful to God for another day to shine - no 
matter how difficult the things we face throughout the 
day be thankful! 
  Take the time at the end of the day to focus on God’s 
glory that helped you make it through that difficult 
day. If we would all take those moments twice a day 
to fuel up - and to unwind and rest it will help remind 
us all that we need to make each day count for better-
ment towards one another and make a difference in 
the world around us. 
  They say don’t sweat the small stuff - but in the big 
scheme of it all - it is all small stuff that if we  can 
bring happiness to someone and let love and kind-
ness spread all over the world it will make a differ-
ence! 
  Be that sunrise to lift and fuel someone that needs 
it - and be that sunset for someone that needs to be 
held and reassured...

sunsets change. You don’t always 
get to see the true colors and dra-
matic contrast of the beautiful con-
trast of layers. 
  But God moved my life in a new 
direction .. and I landed at Sun Ea-
gle Bay at Lake Fork. From day one 
the first thing that I experienced 
was the glorious sunsets across 
the lake in the evening! Lake Fork 
has got to be one of the best plac-
es to soak in a vast assortment of 
spectacular sunsets ! Every day is 
different and what I love the most is 
the slow decent across the horizon 




