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Tournament Trail 

Sullivan & Swaney top 324 teams to win $21,000 on 
Lake Fork with 11.29 lbs.

1  BEAU SULLIVAN  FORT WORTH , TX     JOE SWANEY GAINESVILLE , TX    1 11.29 11.29    $21,000 with Big Bass
2  MARK MCWHIRTER  ARGYLE , TX           ZEB STRICKLAND   TIOGA , TX    5     0 11.08    $7500.00
3  AARON ASHMORE  IVANHOE , TX           ROBERT NULL    IVANHOE , TX    1   9.54   9.54    $5500.00
4  RICHARD OSBORN  CARROLLTON , TX CHRIS MCLAIN   SANGER , TX    5     0   8.65    $4500.00
5  JERRY DAVID II  PILOT POINT , TX JACOB DAVID        PILOT POINT , TX    5     0   8.53    $3500.00
6  BYRON BIONDI  TERRELL , TX   JASON GREENFIELD KENNEDALE , TX    5     0   8.50    $9,500 w/ James Wood Motors , Spark Energy Bonus

7  MICHAEL BUTLER  LONGVIEW , TX RICKY SIPES  LONGVIEW , TX    5     0   8.34    $2000.00
8  ROB FEAGIN  YANTIS , TX         ERIC WRIGHT    BALCH SPRINGS , TX    5     0   8.28    $1800.00
9  TIM WILCOXSON  ROCKWALL , TX      ERIC ELDER      SCROGGINS , TX    5     0   7.88    $4,200 wiith Skeeter Bonus Cash

10 SHAWN TEMPLE  KRUGERVILLE , TX         COLE TEMPLE KELLER , TX    4     0   7.51    $1600.00

BASHCASH BASH 
kicks off March 1st and 
tagged some of the 
fish brought in “Can’t 
say Thank You enough 
to Jeff and Chad with 
Bass Champs and the 
Lake Fork Sportsman’s 
Association for helping 
us out and allowing 
us to throw a few Tags 
on their fish that came 
across the scales at 
Lake Fork Today!!”

David Ozio &  Cur-
tis Daniels 
tackled the annual 
Bass Champs Tour-
nament and earned  
a 19th place finish 
out of 324 teams 
entered.  They also 
recieved  $500 
Skeeter bonus for 
running one of the 
nations top boat 
manufacturers.
Great job! 

Jason Greenfieldand Byron Biondi
Win the $2000 Spark Energy Bonus

   The North Region Bass Champs 
Tournament Trail was held Feb-
ruary 27th at Lake Fork Marina 
only days after the record breaking 
weather had begun to thaw out. 
The tournament was quite inter-
esting yet frustrating for so many 
of the 324 teams! There were only 
about 9 limits brought in overall 
with the heaviest limit coming 
in 2nd place with a total weight 
of 11.08lbs - but it earned them 
$7,500 bucks! First place was won 
by a single over that weighed in at 
11.29lbs for the team of Sullivan 
& Swaney and was the big bass 
for $21,000! Third place weighed 
in an over as well at 9.54lbs for 
$5,500! Even a 2.76lb won $1,000! 
TOP TEN BIG MONEY WINNERS

Basically the stats say it all with only 
164 total fish caught at an average 
of 1.91lb. Number of zeros 249! Not 
at all normal for a big tournament on 
Lake Fork. But it was  still big money 
with a $99,650 total payout in Cash & 
Prizes! Way to go Bass Champs ! 
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Bro’s Is now  open 

Doug Shampine  
www.lakeforktrophybass.com 

Guide Fishing Report

903-902-3855
March is when the bass and 
crappie fishing starts to get 
good on Lake Fork. Both will 
be in pre spawn and waiting 
for the lake to warm up in the 
shallows where they both will 
be spawning. Look for pro-
tected areas of the lake where 
the north wind can not blow 
into the area and cool off the 
water. Look for vegetation 
which holds heat. The warmer 
the water the earlier you will 
find shad , bass and crappie 
in the same areas. For crappie 
a minnow and bobber will find 

the early spawners and something mov-
ing slow will catch the bass. I also like 
the north end of the lake as that water 
warms up faster than the south ends. 
Try a baby brush hog on a light bullet 
weight, senko type baits, flukes, and 

chatter baits to find the bass bite. Warm water will 
always be the key to finding fish. If you would like 
to book a trip for bass call or text me at 9940-902-
3855 for open dates or check out my web site www.
lakeforktrophybass.com for booking details.  Doug 
Shampine  DSP Guide Service 

with full menu 
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Getting Some Big Ones with Hogue
  Lake Fork Guide Joseph Hogue has kicked off the year with a big bass bang! If your looking for a guide that will take you to 
the big ones then Hogue is your man!  With his experience and knowledge of Lake Fork he can make your guided trip an un-

forgettable time out on the water !Make this year a fun and memorable year by getting out on the water 
with Hogues guide service! Call today to book a date! 903-243-1781

Where else can you go from 
70° to -3 and have 10 inches 
of snow in 24 hours for over 
a week and lose power and 
water at the same time ? Well 
Texas sure can with the help of 
a very moody mother nature in 
the month of February! 
   I have been a permanent 
resident of Lake Fork for over 
8 years now and have been 
through some cold winters 
and even a hard ice/snow 
storm about 6 years back but I 
have never been through what 
we recently experienced. 
  I have to give Wood Co elec-
tric a huge shout out of appre-
ciation for an outstanding job 
they did to keep wood county 
up with power! All across 
Texas and even local counties 
they were hit with power out-
ages and here at Sun Eagle 
Bay we were truly blessed to 
have ours up! 
   There were so many issues 
we all dealt with like the frozen 
and busted pipes leading to no 
water for so many days! The 
frigid temperatures and frozen 
roads that were horrible but in 
the worst of it all the very best 
came out with neighbors and 
friends reaching out to help 
one another! I was so thankful 
to be able to get a hot shower 
and a home cooked meal at a 
neighbors house after 4 days 
of being isolated! 
 The good news is we survived 
and even though there are 
many repairs to be tackled we 

can still be grateful for 
so many things we take 
for granted - like water, a 
hot shower, or even being 
able to drive on the roads! 
   The photos that were 
sent to me were simply 
amazing! To see Lake 
Fork frozen up in so many 
areas were both incredi-
ble and eerie at the same 
time. 
 As it began to thaw the 
wildlife began to emerge 

and everyone rushed 
around to help others 
and clear fallen debris 
it hit me how that one 
week had felt like a 
month   long nightmare 
of being in a survival 
mode. 
   For most Texans this 
was something that we 
have never ever had to 
deal with, but somehow 
we did! So now is the 
time to be grateful for 

the good things we have and look 
forward to a beautiful spring! 
  Our heart goes out to The Bullfrog 
Marina at Lake O’ the Pines that 
collapsed due to the heavy snowfall 
accumulation on the tin roof! The 
damage was immense taking many 
boats and watercraft down along 
with it! Prayers our with all that were 
effected and I am sure with Texan 
support it can be rebuilt stronger 
than ever before ! 

Texas RecoRd BReaking snow 

Jaylie Abernathy 

Tom Rice  

Gary Paris 

Scarbrough Haven 

Bullfrog Marina 



Call or Email Today For 
Great Advertising Results 

LAKE FORK EVENTS

Donna Wooldridge
Owner / Editor 

Lake Fork Area News 

Lake Fork Area News 
is a local Free month-
ly publication that  is 
proud to cover different 
aspects of fishing and 
activities here in the 
Lake Fork area. We 
would like to thank the 
local business owners 
and residents that make 
it possible to distribute 

our paper throughout the com-
munity!  We are also available 
each month Online as well as 
our  Facebook page that shares 
community news and informa-
tion on a daily basis.
  Our mission is to highlight the 
positive benefits of living and 
visiting the Lake Fork area and 
the wonderful local atmosphere 
of what it brings! We look for-
ward to providing more stories, 
events, and special features for 
our readers! 
   This is a passion that I enjoy 
on a daily basis - along with 

Follow Us On Facebook 
Lake Fork Area News Fish On 

469-552-1824
“The Little Paper With Big Bass Results”

P.O. Box 161 
Yantis Texas 75497  

lakeforknews@yahoo.com

 469-552-1824 

fishing and although we are a 
small paper we strive to make 
a big difference!

lakeforknews@yahoo.com

We Cover it all ......
Big Bass, Crappie, Catfish 

Kayak, High School Fishing 
Tournaments

Local Anglers & Jr Anglers 
Boat owners & Benefit Tournaments

Local Activities & Events
Fishing Guide Reports 

Highlights & Storys about our   
Local Business’s & Much More!

Toyota Sharelunker Updates 

White ( Sand )Bass

Catfish 

Black Crappie

White Crappie

Texas Parks & Wild Life 
Certified Scales 
Lake Fork Marina -

 Hwy 17
Minnow Bucket Marina - 

Hwy 154
Oakridge Marina - 

Hwy 154

Wood County 
Game Warden 
(903) 763-2201

Toyota Share Lunker 
Program 

(903) 681-0550   
(888) 784-0600

10” Minimum  length limit 
25 Fish Daily Bag Limit 

Blue Catfish & 
Channel Catfish

12” Minimum length limit 
25 Fish Daily Bag Limit

18” Minimum length limit 
5 Fish Daily Bag Limit

Blue Catfish 

Channel Catfish 

Flathead Catfish 

16” - 24” length limit 
(No fish kept between 16-24”)
5 Fish Daily Bag Limit 

Crappie
For black and white crappie 
caught from DEC. 1 through 
the last day of FEB., there is 
no minimum length limit and 
all crappie caught must be 
retained. From March through 
November, minimum length is 10 
inches. Year-round daily bag limit 
is 25 crappie in any combination.

LAKE FORK FISHING REGULATIONS
Bass

Flathead Catfish

WINNSBORO

QUITMAN

HWY 154
HWY 182

FM 17US 69
ALBA

FM 515EMORY

MINEOLA

SULPHUR SPRINGS 
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FM 514

HW
Y 154 E

S

W

Welcome To 
LAKE FORK 

 469-552-1824

Upcoming Tournaments 
FOR APRIL 
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JC LAKE FORK TEAMS
MARCH 6th Minnow Bucket 

JC LAKE FORK SOLO
MARCH 7th

BASSMASTER ELITE 
APRIL 22-25

LAKE FORK SATURDAY 
EVENING TEAM TOURNAMENT 
SERIES
MARCH 13th Lake Fork Marina 

MEDIA BASS TEAM
MARCH 13th MARCH 27th 

CRAPPIE USA REGION 4 
MARCH 6th

SUPERTEAM MEDIA BASS 
MARCH  20th 

CAT CRAPPIE ANGLERS qUALIFIER
MARCH 20th

CRAPPIEFEST 
MARCH 27th 

MEGA BASS 
MARCH 28th 

B.A.S.S. NATION KAYAK SERIES 
MARCH 13th

MARCH EVENTS 



James Caldemeyer Lake Fork Fishing Guide Report 

James Caldemeyer’s Lake Fork Trophy Bass 
Monthly Fishing Report March 2021

March is upon us and spring has begun here at 
Lake Fork. This month is when a lot of the big-
gest bass on the lake are moving into shallow 
water to begin their spawning ritual. What a 
great time it is for many anglers to come out and 
catch the fish of their dreams. It should be a fan-
tastic spawn this year with plenty of water and 
flooded cover to nest in. Here are some tips and 
techniques that may help you catch a Lake Fork 
Lunker!
The water conditions are the biggest challenge 
we are facing as we start of the month. With all 
the ice storms, snow, and rain, it has made a mess 
of things. The water temperatures plummeted 
into the low 40’s and the influx of water into the 
lake has muddied up a lot of the creeks that the 
fish are about to try to start moving up in. The 
good part is the lake is full and sitting at 403.01 
which is .01 above full pool. With all the frigid 
temperatures and rising water, it has also killed 
off a lot of the good hydrilla and grass hat was 
growing in a lot of areas. Hopefully we will see it 
reemerge as it begins to warm up soon!
My fishing patterns right now have revolved 
around pre-spawn activity primarily. I don’t 
think we will see a lot of fish make a major move 
to the spawning areas until mid to late month 
this year due to the extreme cold and water 
temperatures. Of course, as sure as I say that, 
we can get a big warm up and these fish hit the 
bank in droves. The biggest dictating factor if 
everything and the spawn progression is water 
temperatures so keep a close eye on your elec-
tronics as you search out areas. The warmest 
water is where you’ll find the most active fish. I 
am targeting shallow spots in the 2-6 foot depth 
range. My main baits that I’m using to target 
these prespawn bass are jerkbaits in gold or shad 
colors, lipless crankbaits in red/orange or gold 
like a Berkley Warpig, chatterbaits in white or 
white/chartreuse or big swim baits like a 3:16 
Lure Company Gizzard Glide or Rising Son. I’m 
targeting points, both main and secondary, at 
the mouth of the major spawning creeks as well 
as flats midway to all the way back in the creeks. 
The big females will be on a steady diet of craw-
fish and gizzard shad as they prepare to lay eggs. 
That’s why lipless baits in crawfish patterns and 
big swim baits get the nod. You can also drag up 
a few fishing boat docks or standing timber with 
a Santone Rattlin jig or football style jig. Best 

colors are black/blue, PB&J, and my 
custom JC’s Spicy Craw. With the lake 
full now it’s a bit difficult to target 
stumps but the fish will still be relat-
ing to them. As the month rolls along 
and the moons come in we will have 
lots of fish head to the spawning beds. 
I will break out the weightless rigged 
stick baits then like a Berkley General 
in black/blue or green pumpkin col-
ors. You can also Texas rig it or swap 
it out for a more intrusive bait like a 
Berkley Powerbait Lizard in the same 
colors. If you like to sight fish you’ll 
want keep your flipping rod handy. 
There will be some real giants caught 
doing this if you’ve got good eyes. A 
pair of polarized sunglasses is essen-
tial so grab you a pair of new Costas 
at Lake Fork Marina before you head 
out on the lake. They have a great 
selection of all the newest frames and 
colors!
There are a lot of fish out in deep wa-
ter but they’re definitely a lot harder 
to catch. I am using my Garmin Echo 
Map Ultras on my new 2021 Bass Cat 
boat to locate these fish. Some of these 
schools have been as deep as 40 ft with 
this extreme cold. You can catch them 
on dropshots rigged with a 1/4 oz Elite 
Tungsten drop shot weight and 1/0 
hook. I like to use a Berkley Powerbait 
Bottom Hopper in June bug or black. I 
have also caught some on the Berkley 
Max Scent Flat Worm. Another great 
way to catch these finnicky bass is 
with a small slab spoon or tail kicker. 
Main lake humps near the main chan-
nel swings have held better schools 
lately. Old roadbeds are great places to 
target these deep schools also. Most of 
the time the fish have been 22-30 feet 
deep.
I hope this helps anyone that’s coming 
out this month to start the year off 
chasing big bass. If you would like to 
fish with me this year, I still have a few 
dates available. My 2021 schedule is 
filling fast so start making your plans 
now and contact me to get on my 
schedule as soon as possible. I have 
gift certificates available for those of 
you that are interested in purchasing 
a friend or loved one a guided trip 
on Lake Fork. You can contact me to 
make your reservation at 903-736-
9888 or send me an email at lakefork-
trophybass@yahoo.com You can also 
visit my website for more information 
about Lake Fork and my guide service 
at www.officiallakeforktrophybass.
com You can find me on Facebook and 
follow my official Lake Fork Trophy 
Bass Guide page at https://www.face-
book.com/lakeforktrophybassguide
I just received my new boat for the 
2021 season, a Bass Cat Cougar FTD. 
It’s an amazing boat and I couldn’t be 
happier to be serving my customers 
on Lake Fork as one of the newest 
members of the Bass Cat Family! If 
you’re interested in checking out any 
of the Bass Cat models be sure to 
reach out to R & R Marine in Pitts-
burg, Texas. Steven Stroman and his 
crew have amazing sales and service 

as well as a complete tackle shop. I would like 
to thank all my sponsors that support me. I am 
looking forward to representing them again 
this year on Major League Fishing Big 5 circuit 
as well as serving all my great guide clients on 
Lake Fork! Sponsors: Toyota, Carhartt, Bass Cat 
Boats, Mercury Marine, I Am Second, Berkley, 
Abu Garcia, Garmin, Santone Lures, Costa Sun-
glasses, Power Pole, 3:16 Lure Company, Elite 
Tungsten, Johnson Communications, and Bass 
Boat Technologies.

Romans 15:13- May the God of hope fill you with 
all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you 
may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit.

Tight Lines & God Bless, James Caldemeyer
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Guide James Caldemeyer

Lake Fork Guide James Caldemeyer 
with a nice catch 
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How Do Fish and Wildlife Survive Severe Cold Weather?

During the hard week many Texans are seeing snow for 
the first time as a record cold front plunged our state into 
single-digit temperatures.
  While humans struggled with power and water outages, 
how are our native fish and wildlife faring? For many an-
imals, it depends on how well prepared they are, includ-
ing having healthy fat reserves. 
   That’s reassuring for those of us who have been build-
ing up our own fat deposits.Texas has few true hibernat-
ing animals. But many animals do slow way, way down.
   Many native wildlife species will be able to survive 
short durations of historic low temperatures and snow 
events. However, long-term impacts on a variety of wild-
life and their habitats, especially on vegetation, may not 
be known for weeks.
    Here’s a rundown of how different animals handle the 
cold.  Mockingbird, the Texas state bird, fluffed up in the 
cold.Though they appear to be small and delicate, birds 
actually have several strategies for toughing out cold 
temps. They prepare for winter by adding more feathers, 
in American Robins up to 50% more.
They create their own puffer coats by fluffing their feath-
ers to trap warm air. That’s why some birds look extra 
fluffy in cold weather.
    How do they keep their feet from freezing? Birds have 
an adaption called countercurrent heat exchange.  As 
explained by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology: “Cool blood 
com ing back from the foot travels through veins grouped 
around arteries that are sending warm blood from the 
body to the foot. Heat is transferred from the warm arter-
ies to the cool veins.”
 Birds flock to food sources to build up their energy re-
serves. Many Texans have noticed large flocks of robins 
and cedar waxwings in their neighborhoods feasting on 

How Will This Effect our Fish & Wildlife?

fruit.
 Birds that have done a good job building up fat and are generally healthy will make it 
through the winter.  Those that have little fat will have a hard time.
 Surprisingly, urban communal roosts may harbor some of the most vulnerable birds. 
With past arctic blasts, bird deaths have been most notable among the large popula-
tions of great-tailed grackles in Texas cities.
  “I've seen autopsy reports of some of these dead grackles from Austin and they usu-
ally found the dead ones had heavy internal parasite loads, like liver flukes,” says Cliff 
Shackleford, TPWD ornithologist. “Those individuals were already weakened.”
 TPWD staff and the public have made these observations regarding bird health and 
mortality due to the winter weather.
    You may have noticed your neighborhood squirrels out busily digging. They’re likely 
checking their stashes of food they stored to survive cold weather. The two most com-
mon squirrels in Texas, the gray squirrel and the fox squirrel, rely on these caches, 
along with their fast reserves and cozy nests to make it through the winter.
    Deer and coyotes grow heavier winter coats to help them survive the colder weather. 
These winter coats are generally thicker and have a well-developed underlayer. As with 
birds, the healthy animals with ample fat will make it through the winter, while those in 
poor health may succumb to the cold, wintery conditions. 
     During cold weather, many fish slow down and head for deeper waters where it’s 
somewhat warmer. Unfortunately, fish in shallow water, especially in our coastal areas, 
may not survive a hard freeze, resulting in large ‘fish kills’ during cold snaps. Our Kills 
and Spills team collects data on these events to assess the overall impact on Texas fish 
populations. Continued on page 20



CROSSROADS 
GENERAL STORE

Hwy 154 & 515
Yantis , Texas
Lake Fork 

Open Sun.~Mon. 5am-9pm Tues~Sat. 5am-10pm
Groceries ~ Gas ~ Diesel

Fishing & Hunting License
Texas Lottery ~ Bait & Tackle

903-383-2750

BIG SMITH’S BBQ AND DIPNET
903-438-1547

4858 TX Hwy 154 (corner of 154 & CR 1174)
2 1/2 Minutes South of Walmart

Along with our Famous BBQ 
NOW SERVING 

Catfish, Shrimp & Ribeye Steaks!

BIG SMITH’S BBq AND CATFISH 

AA Tree Service
25 Yrs Experience

Dave Morgan • Cell: 903-458-0644
Answered 7 Days A Week

Trimming, Topping, Tree Removal, 
Stump Grinding & Land Cleaning, Plant Trees, Firewood

Senior & Vet Discount
Residential & Commercial FREE Estimates

No Job Too Small or Large
WE DO THEM ALL!
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B & B Upholstery

terrylakefork@yahoo.com

Boats • Autos • Furniture Repairs...
Terry Bernhard
Owner
903-519-0187
711 Indian Gap Quitman, TX
P.O. 718 Quitman, TX 75783

903-519-0187   
903-878-9997

Boats ~ Autos ~ Furniture 
Restoration and Repairs 

Fish Replicas $14.00 Per Inch 

Ducks 
$285.00 & Up

Lake Fork 
Area News 

Let Us Increase
Your Business 

Advertise With Us 

The Little Paper With Big Bass Results!

469-552-1824
lakeforknews@yahoo.com

On Feb 4th 2021, Texas Game 
Warden Bailey, assigned to Cal-
houn county, was presented with 
a TPWD Director’s Life Saving 
Citation for his quick and hero-
ic actions on July 7th 2020 while 
responding to reports of a child in 
distress and floating on a small in-
ner tube in Lavaca Bay. Game War-
den Bailey immediately launched 
his patrol vessel and located the 
child about three quarters of a mile 
off the beach and drifting towards 
the Matagorda Shipping Channel.

Texas game waRden   

Texas Game Warden Scott, as-
signed to Guadalupe county was 
made aware of a children’s home 
in Luling that was out of pow-
er and the children were cold. 
Warden Scott, with the help of 
neighbors, one who happens to 
be an electrical contractor, was 
able to rig the equipment in a way 
to support the children’s home 
through the use of a TPWD gen-
erator and provide the children 
with heat through the cold night. 
A special thanks to Ralph, his 
son, and his manager for coming 
together for others during mo-
ments like these.
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Jr Anglers & Small frys
If you have a picture of your Jr Angler or small fry enjoying 

fishing email it to  lakeforknews@yahoo.com or contact me at 
(469) 552-1824 We Love Seeing These Young Kids Fish!

What a great catch of the day for this Jr angler 
fishing with James Rains 

Kade pulled in a huge monster along with guide Josh Jones ! 
Great job!

A great day for these two out on the water fishing with 
guide Jack York 

Cold day but a great catch 
for this young angler!

Jake landed this huge Crappie while
 fishing with Hancocks guide service!

www.diamondsportsmarine.com

Diamond Sports Marine  
3910 w. HWY 154   
9/10 Mile North of  

903-383-7829  

LAKE FORK 
of 154 Bridge   

The Newest Skeeter   
& Now Excel Dealer    

In Texas    
Proud to be a part 

of the heritage  

YAMAHA TECHNICIAN IN HOUSE  
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World Championship   
Bass on the Fly Fishing Tournament

O.H. Ivie produced the fifth Legacy Class Share-
Lunker of the 2021 season with this 16.40lbs 
tank caught by angler Joe McKay of Bussey, IA!! 
This fish is also the pending new lake record! 

saTuRday may 1sT 2021

O.H. Ivie is on a roll! Could this be 
another year like 2010? Congratula-
tions to Josh Jones for his contribu-
tion of 13.20lbs ShareLunker#591.

RODS, REELS AND FLIES MUST BE EXCLUSIVELY FOR FLY FISHING.  
THIS IS A CATCH-PHOTO-RELEASE TOURNAMENT.  ALL COVID PROTOCLS MUST BE FOLLLOWED.

SPONSORS:  Sage Rods, Skeeter Boats, Umpqua Flies, Tailwaters fly shop, Simms, Temple Fork Rods, Redington, Rio Lines, Bass Pro/
Cabela’s, Lake Fork Marina,  Lone Star Fly Fishers, Ranger Boats, Gypsy Jack Lures, East Texas Fly Fishers, Gray Wolf Fly Shop,  Living 

Waters Fly shop, LF Guide Lanes,  Wood County Economic Development Commission.

LAKE FORK, TEXAS at Lake Fork Marina 
  6:00AM- 2:00PM

Check website, www.bassonthefly.org, for rules & registration. Or info@bassonthefly.org.  
Proceeds benefit Reel Recovery and Patriot Anglers                     

BOATERS: 1-2 PERSON TEAM, 5-FISH PHOTOS, TOTAL LENGTH; BIG BASS.  
KAYAK ( kayak, float tube, pontoon, canoe or bank fishermen.  No power.)

                          Individual, 5-FISH PHOTOS, TOTAL LENGTH; BIG BASS.  
CLUB TROPHY: 3 big fish, total length for Club.

COST:  $70/PERSON, includes $5 big bass pot. 
PAYOUT: 1-$1000, 2nd-$600, 3-$400, 4-$300, 5-$200, 6-10 $100. 

Big Bass - $300, $200.  (100 entries)

ALL CONTESTANTS MUST CHECK-
IN AT THE TOURNAMENT SITE 
WITH SIGNED RELEASE FORM 
BEFORE FISHING.
YOU MUST HAVE A SMART PHONE 
TO TAKE & TRANSMIT PHOTOS

REGISTRATION & PAYMENT: ONLINE at www.ianglertournament. com Or ON SITE Noon-9:00 PM Friday or 5-6:00 AM 
Saturday, cash or online. Must be registered by April 15 to be eligible for drawing for A SAGE FLY ROD.  

FRIDAY - 1-5pm- FREE CASTING CLINICS & 
CONTESTS,  PRODUCT & KAYAK DEMOS
3-6pm -BIG SUNFISH TOURNEY $10, optional, 
pay on site.
6 pm – Lake Fork Guide report.

Planned Activities SATURDAY - 9am-NOON- FREE CASTING 
CLINICS, PRODUCT & KAYAK DEMOS   2:00 
pm- PHOTO “WEIGH-IN”, CASTING CONTESTS                                                                                                               
3:00pm- WINNERS PAYOUT & DOOR PRIZES 
 

SHARE-LUNKER 2021 Update  

  Well February has been quite a 
month in Texas weather wise - but 
the Sharelunker program has been 
heating up with some BIG ONES!!!
  And the lake everyone is talking 
about is non other than O.H. Ivie ! 
It has produced 6 Sharelunkers so 
far this season in only two months! 
O.H. Ivie is located close to San An-
gelo and back in 2010 produced 12! 
It is well on it’s way to surpassing 
that at this rate! This will be an inter-
esting season to follow and hopeful-
ly as Lake Fork shakes off the nasty 
cold spell we can begin to give O.H. 
Ivie a run for the money! 
   This is a great kick off for the 
Sharelunker program and gives all 
of us the opportunity to make the 
fishing bigger & better for Texas!
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SHARE-LUNKER 2021 Update  

With the New Year comes a new season! The 
2021 Toyota ShareLunker Season is underway! 
Lunkers 13 lbs.+ that are caught during spawning 
season (January 1 – March 31) can be loaned to 
the ShareLunker program for selective spawning 
and stocking by calling our hotline directly! Re-
member, if you reel in a largemouth bass that’s at 
least 8 lbs. or 24 inches, you can support fisheries 
management simply by entering your Lunker catch 
data online or through the ShareLunker mobile app 
during the year-long season (January 1 - Decem-
ber 31). Submitting your Lunker Data is quick and 
easy! All you need is documentation of the length 
and/or weight of your Lunker to enter your Lunker 
through our mobile app or website! You can also 
take a scale sample for DNA analysis to determine 
if your Lunker is related to any ShareLunker in the 
database.
  The Sharelunker program has been a great at-
tribute to the future of great fishing throughout the 
lakes of Texas including Lake Fork! In 2019 Lake 
Fork led with 112 entries! 
  Maybe this is the year for you to catch that 
Share-lunker out of Lake Fork and continue to con-
tribute to this amazing program along with winning 
a great prize package ! 

Lake Fork Marina
275 County Road 1558
Alba, TX 75410
(903) 765-2764

Oak Ridge Marina
2919 State Hwy 154
Quitman, TX 75783
(903) 878-2529

The Minnow Bucket
Highway 154
Quitman, TX 75783
(903) 878-2500

Got a 13 Pound Bass?
From January 1 through March 31, donate 

your Legacy Lunker to the 
ShareLunker program.

IMMEDIATELY CALL OR TEXT
(903) 681-0550

OFFICIAL 
WEIGH IN 
STATIONS 

LAKE FORK O.H. Ivie is at it again with another 
ShareLunker! Donald Burks 13.40 
pound Lunker makes the 3rd Legacy 
class bass in the past 5 days from Ivie! 
Amazing! 

Continued from Page 10

You get one guess for what Lake produced two ShareLunkers today! Oh yes, that's 
right, O.H. Ivie. SL#593 (14.4lbs) and SL#594 (14.2lbs) are headed to Athens. Con-
gratulations to Brett Cannon of Willis TX and Casey Sobczak of Spring TX.

After an amazing week running out west, 
east Texas jumps back in the action. An-
gler Scott Stephens lands his fish of a 
lifetime at Conroe, submitting 14.25lbs 
SL#595!

Josh Jones had two Sharelunkers in less than 
a week and he had this to say about his 15.40 
Fish of a lifetime. “ Too many people to thank 
but especially want to thank Texas Parks and 
Wildlife.  These individuals know what they’re 
doing and you can let the pictures tell the 
story.  
Concho Park Marina and Elm creek marina.  
Everyone down here are the nicest folks in 
the country.  Also, Milliken Fishing for finding 
these fish.  It’s crazy what a few of us can do 
to help a local economy.  These people need-
ed it so bad and it’s so cool to see how many 
1000’s of dollars are being poured in here.  
Y’all locals need to stop complaining because 
it’s helping your neighbors.
Dobyns Rods champion 794 is the best Ala-
bama rig rod ever made.  It made getting the 
fish in the boat east.  It’s also nice you can 
trust an Alabama rig to not break.  I was using 
a Shane's Baits Domin8tor wi to 20 pound 
flouro.  I was also using Tackle HD swimbaits 
on the rig with a Dobyns 1/8 jig head.  Confi-
dence is key and I sure have it!”

Another Sunday another new person-
al best for angler Josh Jones. He has 
followed up his submission last week 
of SL591 with today's 15.40lbs 

Young angler Trace Jansen set a new waterbody 
record for Lake Travis with this 15.32lbs Share-
Lunker SL#597! This is the first ShareLunker 
entry from Travis and bests the old record set in 
1993 by more than a pound!



Dine & Shop 
in Emory Texas

Bent Tree Motel 
Emory at Lake Fork

Clean spacious  
rooms and suites 
with a refrigerator, 
free wifi & boat  
parking. Close to 
Lake Fork, Lake  
Tawakoni, and  
Canton First Monday!

381 W. Lennon Dr.  
Emory, Texas 75440 

(903) 473-0061

bent-tree-motel.business.site

Restaurants & Shopping Things to Do

American
Cinnamon Bear’s 
 984 N. Texas St. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-268-5670
Don's Restaurant 
 899 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-473-0035
Dairy Queen 
 365 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-473-2236
Leeo's Chicken 
 407 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-473-3200
Marshall’s Barbeque Pit 
 745 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-953-5353
Peanuts Cafe 
 124 N. Planters St. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-953-0024
Pizza Hut 
 122 S. Texas St. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-473-5550
Sidekick’s Restaurant 
 903 N. Texas St. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-473-3325
Sonic 
 211 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-474-9600
Ya’ll Come Back Cafe 
 659 W. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-473-2224 

Asian
Leeo's Chicken 
 407 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-473-3200

Bar & Grill
*Sidekicks Bar & Grill 
 Live Music 
 909 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-953-0090

Coffee
Reka's Rise & Shine 
 419 N. Texas St. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-473-2015 

Greek
 Stefanos Greek Kouzina 
  234 E. Quitman St. 
  Emory, Texas 75440 
  903-953-0111 
  (TO-GO Only)
 
Mexican
*Dos Charros 
  400 W. Lennon Dr. 
  Emory, Texas 75440 
  903-473-0007
El Manna Tex-Mex 
  720 E. Lennon Dr. 
  Emory, Texas 75440 
  903-473-2400
Funny Frogs 
  369 W. Lennon Dr.  
  Emory, Texas 75440 
  903-473-8721

Gordita’s 
 545 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-473-2555

Pastry & Deli
Brookshire’s Deli 
 959 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-473-4519
Cinnamon Bear’s Bakery 
 984 N. Texas St. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-268-5670
Donut Supreme 
 400 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-474-2310
Reka’s Rise & Shine  
 419 N. Texas St. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-474-2310
Stefanos Greek Kouzina 
 234 E. Quitman St. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-953-0111 
(TO-GO Only)
Subway 
 211 E. Lennon Dr. 
 Emory, Texas 75440 
 903-473-3999

Steak House
*Chateau Bistro 
1026 E. Lennon Dr. 
Emory, Texas 75440 
214-722-1111 
(inside the Best Western)

* Serves alcohol
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CATCH of 
the DAY!

  If you have a Lake Fork catch of the day photo you would like to share 
with us just email your photo and information to us! 
lakeforknews@yahoocom or call us at

 (469) 552-1824

Josh Priest with a monster Bass 
weighing in at 12.9lbs!

Two Fantastic Catch of the days fish-
ing with guide Andrew Grills!

A fantastic catch on the water 
while fishing with guide 

Andrew Grills 

Edwards with a Big ‘ol Bass
fishing with Randy Oldfield 

Guide Billy Lawson with a 
Beauty of a catch 

Holt Markum landed this 
11.64lber & took 3rd place in 
the Tyler JCoutdoors tourney

Tyler landed a huge bass while 
fishing with Guide Josh Jones 

Great cat catch at Tawa-
koni fishing with Charles 

Crook

Guide Josh Jones with just one 
of his many huge catches in 

February!



High School Fishing 
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Northeast Division  
Bob Sandlin February 27th  

“What a huge success this was and I was 
happy to be a part of it. I want to give shout-
outs to everyone involved 
Thanks Koe Wetzel for getting the ball start-
ed. Your major donation started a domino 
effect of great things .....
Lake Fork Burgers Fries and Pies
Lake Fork Resort for allowing us to do this 
at your place of business and huge shout to 
James Thomson for all you did for it ...
Lake Fork Fishing Guide Rick Carter thank 
you for delivering and running all over help-
ing me locate groceries and drinks. Means 
a lot to all of us what all you did to help !!!
Thanks to Robert Anderson and Casey tell-
es also for helping with delivery..

And Mike Roggendorf for your hard 
work... 
Here is a list of others who donated for 
us to be able to do another day of it .... 
Dustin Reneau
Jim pinnell 

Sid hutter 
Kyle Dunlap of Rhett’s Power 
Washing Services, Owen Martin, 
Ivan Bergman 
Lonny Gibson, Danny Weems, 
Holcombe family and Brian Dick”

  What an amazing com-
munity we have here at 
Lake Fork! During the 
toughest of times during 
the winter storm when it 
was difficult for families 
to cook or find groceries 
Koe Wentzel and Guide 
Jason Conn decided to 

help the whole com-
munity by giving out 
free meals at Lake 
Fork Resort - Burgers 
and Fries! They went 
beyond the appre-
ciative offer by also 
delivering to those 
who couldn’t get out of 
their homes! This was 
a total group effort 
that helped soo many 
people! A huge Thank 
you to everyone - Way 
to STEP UP! Jason 
Conn had this to add - 

After a 2-month break the High 
School Teams  are getting back 
to the business of fishing! The 
Bob Sandlin tournament was a 
tough day for most of the teams 
due to coming off the record 
freeze and sealing with Fog and 
rain. and cold for the 91 boats 
that went out! 
  Rains had a great showing 
though Misti Anderson had this 
to share “Lines in at 6:45a.m. 
and lines out at 3:00p.m.. A little 
over 8 hours of fishing in this 
tough Texas weather. Rains 
had 15 teams compete. 6 of 
these teams weighed in, leav-
ing 9 with a hard fight the Lake 
won. Despite the challenges, 
no one gave up. Congratula-
tions to Angler Kole Sustaire, 
Angler Kyle Evans and Captain 
Jeremy Cook for bringing in a 
bag weighing in 7.70 pounds. 
These anglers placed 3rd. Win-
ning $250 Scholarships each, 
$150 Lews Strike King gift card 
and plaque. Congratulations 
to 2nd place winners Angler 
Drake Hampton,  Angler Bren-
nan Hurst and Captain Rickey 
Dodson Their bag weighed in at 

NEW THSBA RECORD BIG BASS 
Pake South, Harmony High School
12.80 lbs  Bob Sandlin   2/27/2021

Congrats Pake on a fish of a lifetime!!!

Pake fished on Lake Bob Sandlin for tournament #4, al-
though for him it was only #3.  (He had COVID in October 
and had to miss a tournament.) To be able to qualify for Re-
gionals in April, he had to WIN either today or tournament 
#5 in March.  
Not only did he win the tournament (secures his spot in Re-
gionals) AND the Big Bass, but he was able to break some 
records in the process!  
-new Bob Sandlin Junior lake record for largemouth bass - 
12.8 lbs (previously 11.3)
-largest single fish weighed in at any THSBA tournament 
(previously 11+)
-new personal best (was 12 lb 2 oz)
He came home with
-$2000 scholarship
-$420 in gift cards to Lew’s and Strike King
-Costa sunglasses (for Big Bass) 
They also measured the fish and removed some scales to 
send in for the Toyota Sharelunker Elite Class (10+ lbs.)
What a great job! Congratulations Pake! 

10.63lbs. Winning them 
each a $500 Scholar-
ship, $160 Lews Strike 
King gift card, and a 
plaque. Congratula-
tions to Captain Bryan 
Anderson for bringing 
in 3.92 lbs, winning 
captain’s pot. Cap-
tain’s pot was split with 
4th place. Awarding 
4th place with a $250 
scholarship. Rains 
High School Fishing 
Team also brought 
home 1st place tro-
phy. Congratulations 
to all our Anglers and 

Captains. YOU DID 
THIS!!!! Thank you 
captain’s for the time 
spent and your love 
for our kids. With-
out you guys, our 
Anglers wouldn’t be 
able to participate in 
such a great sport. 
Thank you to all our 
parents, I have the 
best. Feed the teams 
was a success once 
again. Tawakoni is 
our next tournament 
of the season. Let’s 
finish strong ♥️



 Continued from Page 14
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High School Fishing 

www.oakridgemarina.com
2949 W. HIGHWAY 154 - QUITMAN TX 75783 - (903) 878-2529

@oakridgemarina

Bob Sandlin February 27th  

Aldyn Rowan and Carson 
Fisher Finished 8th out of 91 
Teams and Received 2 Lews/
Strike King $75.00 Gift Cards 
Aldyn took 3rd in Big Bass

Metroplex Division had some huge fish at 
Lake Ray Hubbard 

9.79lb, 9.83lbs and 9.52lbs

ALBA Congrats to Reese 
and Micah - 5th place!!

ALBA Congrats to Payden 
and Evan - 13th!!

Grand Saline shared “The Bob Sandlin 
Tournament was unlike I have seen out 
of my 7 years!!!! GSHSBA'S had 7 weigh 
in and ALL of them weighed in "1" bass. 
This has NEVER happened to us before, 
as well as many many other Northeast 
Division Teams.
NO ANGLER SHOULD BE DISAPPOINT-
ED because THIS WAS “NOT” YOUR 
REGULAR TOURNAMENT!!!!!
CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU ALL!!!!!!
*8th Place Aldyn and Carson 6.15 lbs
*3rd Big Bass.BC Travis Copeland 
*19th Place Lane and Hayden 3.40 lbs
BC Josh Pearce 
*20th Place Macoy and Maddux 2.81 BC 
James O’Donnell 
*22nd Place Jace and Bryce 2.74 lbs
BC Mike Mercer *Jacob and Jacob 2.06
*Trintan and Blake 1.97 lbs
*Bryce and Crew 1.64 lbs

Quitman had two teams that fished Bob Sandlin 
Weather didn’t cooperate, fish weren’t having it 
much but we scored points!!  Keep pushing boys.
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   Full Bar  Pool Tables 
       Shuffleboard
    Large Dance Floor  

Restaurant 

903-383-2600 

OPEN 
Sunday ~Friday  11am ~ Midnight

OPEN Saturday 11am ~ 1am

Located On Hwy 154 1 Mile South of FM 515

Restaurant Closed On Sundays 

Wow! What a difference a year 
makes! Well, kinda. What hap-
pened at Lake Palestine, Texas 
on January 30, 2021 is nothing 
short of incredible. On that day, 
Daniel Ramsey of Trinidad, Texas 
did something nobody could ever 
have imagined.
Mr. Ramsey is a regular compet-
itor in Media Bass tournaments 
and has the attitude and charac-
ter any/all anglers strive for. But, 
call it "Luck", "Fate", "Destiny", 
"Chance", or whatever, he did the 
astronomical.
Last year Mr. Ramsey caught a 
bass in the Media Bass (Annual) 
Individuals Tournament at Lake 
Palestine on January 25, 2020 that 
weighed 12.65 lbs. The fish helped 
him to victory that day and like 
all the other bass, that bass was 

Same Fish - Same Spot - New Weight !

Big RichaRd 
& LiL sis 

BBQ & More!

home of The BRiskeT BuRgeR !

LocaTed in yanTis on main sTReeT (nexT To The caRwash) 
Delicious Brisket or 

pulled pork sandwiches

Giant Turkey Legs

Funnel Cakes with or 
without stawberries !

Hand Dipped 
Corndogs 

Nachos with or with-
out Brisket 

Texas Tator Twist ! 

Fresh Cut Fries with 
or without cheese 
Fresh squeezed 

Lemonade 
& Much More! 

released from the Lake Palestine Resort 
weigh in site. That weigh in site is about 
four nautical miles from where Daniel 
caught the lunker that day.
Now, on January 30, 2021 in the Media 
Bass (Annual) Individuals Tournament, 
Mr. Ramsey started the tournament day 
on that same spot from the previous year. 
And, he caught that same bass, again. 

The bass now weighed 13.07 lbs. and was 
invited to be a part of the Texas Lone Star 
Lunker Program in Athens, Texas. There 
in Athens, she will get the opportunity to 
reproduce and offer her offspring to the 
Texas Parks And Wildlife Dept. stocking 
of Texas lakes. Yes, Mr. Ramsey won this 
years event as well. Nice guys do finish 
first!
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A Step Back in Time ......WITH SOME WORLD RECORD FISH !

Alabama striped bass world 
record! 69 pound 9 ounce IGFA 
world record holder. No, it isn't 
photoshopped. Yes, it is real. It 
is being held up by a shepherd's 
hook, not the gentlemen. 

On February 28th, 2013 James 
R. Bramlett (on the left) caught 
a 69 pound 9 ounce land-
locked striped bass from the 
Black Warrior river in Georgia 
that became the new world re-
cord freshwater striped bass.
  It also topped the previous 
state record by 15lbs that had 
stood since 1959 that was 
caught on the Tallapoosa river. 
   Bramlett used a Mustad 6.0 
hook, Ambassador 7000 reel, 
a catfish Ugly Stik rod with 
Berkley Big Game 30 pound 
test line to catch the fish of a 
lifetime.

  We all love the thought of our 
personal best fish also being a 
record fish, but what about go-
ing bigger how about not just the 
Lake record, which is incredible 
or even the State Record which 
is also pristine! But what would it 
feel like to catch a WORLD RE-
CORD FISH? 
  That has got to be the ultimate 
thrill for an avid angler that has a 
passion for the sport of fishing to 
hold the title for such a lucky day 
of out on the water! If you think 
about it the odds are fairly similar 
to hitting the lottery, but hey there 
is always a chance.. so the dream 
stays alive! Lake Fork is a great 
way to keep that dream going be-
cause here at Lake Fork we pro-
duce some of the biggest ever! 
Here are a few World Record fish 
that have been caught by some 
lucky anglers including a Small 
Mouth Buffalo Carp record from 
Lake Fork back in March 2012!  
What a day for Austin Anderson! 
   With all of the Bass lunkers that 

Continued On Page 18

are caught here  I am very confi-
dant that Lake Fork will  one day 
hold the World Record for Bass 
as well! I can just imagine some-
where in the Lake Fork water 
there is the Grand-prize of them 
all just waiting for years now to 
come out and show her beauty 
and massive weight for the entire 
world to admire! 
  We should all keep this dream 
alive because year after year they 
are getting bigger and bigger so 
why Lake Fork? My answer is 
why not? 
  After all way back in 1932 during 
the great depression a hard work-
ing farmer by the name of George 
Perry decided to take the day 
off being that his fields were too 
soggy to plow and go fishing at 
a small oxbow lake in Georgia 
to catch some fish to feed his 
family.  Boy what a amazing day 
for the 20 year old farmer! At the 
time there were no official world 
records but he knew this was a 
once in a lifetime fish! 
He stopped by the post office on 
his way home with the monster 
and weighed it on the scales - 
22lbs 4oz 32 1/2 inches long and 

28 1/2 inches around! He 
then took it home to feed 
the family of 6 that provided 
enough for two nights worth 
of dinner! 
  Later that year he submit-
ted his entry to the big fish 
contest in Field & Stream 
and it was documented. 

Two years after that Field 
and Stream began certifying 
world records and knew that 
the Georgia fish weighed far 
beyond any largemouth bass 

that had ever been caught 
to date! Perry received little 
notoriety for his catch. He 
died in 1974 when the plane 
he was piloting crashed into 
a mountain in Birmingham, 
Ala. This was not long after 
Ray Scott founded the Bass 
Anglers Sportsman Society 
(B.A.S.S.) and just before the 
sport of bass fishing really 
boomed. Had he caught the 
fish today, many speculate 
that it would be worth mil-
lions. Though it’s been said 
for decades that all Perry got 
for the catch was the Field & 
Stream prize package, there’s 
evidence that it was a little 
more lucrative. Correspon-
dence with Creek Chub Bait 
Co. Indicates they begrudg-
ingly gave him a few baits in 
exchange for using his like-
ness in advertising, and an 
ad for Hiram Walker’s Bond-
ed Whiskies must have paid 
something.
   It was such an outrageous 

weight that it was thought 
that no one would every 
even come close to it  - in 
fact for half a century no 
one did! 
       In a man-made reser-
voir near  Santa Barbara 
called Lake Casitas in 
1980 angler Raymond Ea-
sley caught a 21lber - but 
Perry still held the record!
  Then there was the story 
of “Dottie” because the 
dark black marks by her 
gills was caught in 2003 
and weighed just under 
22lbs she was released 
back into the water and 
was caught again in 2006 
by Mac Wheatley and 
weighed even more than 
Perry’s fish - she had 
gained weight in those  
years back in the water 
and was 25lbs! But unfor-
tunately  it was not eligi-
ble for the world record 
because the hook was 
set in her side, not mouth 
making it a foul hook! 

 But in 2009 in another country 
it all changed when a 32 year 
old fishing guide from Japan 
named Manabu Kurita landed 
a 22lb 5oz Monster of a bass! 
After 80 years since George 
Perry’s catch - Manabu had 
become the co-world record all 
tackle weight for largemouth 
bass! (the record must be beat 
by 2 ounces to take the lead) 
So in 80 years there have only 
been 2 largemouth bass in the 
whole world that have been put 
in the record books! But the 
chase is forever on to top the 
22lb bass! 
  I have a feeling that whopper 
is patiently waiting at Lake 
Fork! 
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Lake Fork 
Area News 

Let Us Increase
Your Business 

Advertise With Us 

The Little Paper With Big Bass Results!

469-552-1824
lakeforknews@yahoo.com

A Step Back in Time ......WITH SOME WORLD RECORD FISH ! Continued from Page 17

This 5-pound black crap-
pie is the Arkansas state 
record and it was caught 
by Donivan Echols, who 
was 10 years old at the 
time. It shattered a 35-year 
state record. The fish was 
taken from 200-acre Lake 
Wilhelmina in Polk County. 
Young Echols used a rod, 
reel, and tackle he’d pur-
chased the previous day 
with money he’d earned 
working for his grandpar-
ents. A live minnow duped 
the fish, and it took 5 hours 
for state officials to weigh 
it. The fish reportedly lost 
1 ounce in weight before 
it was certified. It was 
18-inches long with a 13-
inch girth.

  In the Crappie world it was 
angler Fred Bright that landed 
the heaviest White Crappie in the 
world with his 5lb 3oz with an 
incredible 21” length ! Fred was 
fishing at the Yocona River below 
the Enid Dam in Mississippi with 
a Action rod and Denison-John-
son reel. 
  This white Crappie has been the 
IGFA all tackle world record for 
over half of a century! 

  In April of 2006 John Hortsman 
landed a 5lb even 19” Black 
crappie in Missouri that became 
the World Record all tackle re-

Then there is the current Black Crappie World 
Record holder Lionel “Jam” Ferguson from 
Loudon County near Knoxville Tennessee. Jam 
went fishing on a small, deep, weedy private 
spring fed pond and landed the all time record 
Crappie 5lbs 7oz and 19.25 inches long! The 
new State and World record was caught with a 
Kalin’s 2-inch Triple Threat Grub on a 1/8-ounce 
jig head, and it took 5 minutes to land. 
The fish was weighed by a Tennessee wildlife 
officer on certified scales, and witnesses to the 
catch and the weighing were on hand. The fish 
also went through DNA testing by the state to 
make sure it was a black crappie, not a white 
crappie or hybrid. The fish is the current IGFA 
all-tackle record for black crappie, as well as 
the Tennessee state record.

Lionel “Jam” Ferguson (again) caught 
this 4-pound, 4-ounce giant black crap-
pie two years prior to catching his 
5-pound, 7-ounce world record in 2018. 
This fish wasn’t certified by state fisher-
ies officials, so it was not accepted for 
record status. 

cord. Hortsman caught this giant 
slab in a private pond using a 
Eagle Claw rod and Zebco reel. 
The bait was a tasty live minnow 
and did the trick for this record 
fish! 
  The fish was named ‘Pat’ and 
Hortsman donated the celebrity 
crappie to Bass Pro Shops in 
Columbia Missouri where it lived 
a happy life in an 11,000 gallon 
aquarium.  

February 24, 2018 - Lake Fork's White 
Crappie was caught by Craig Carpen-
ter of Murphy
The 17 1/2 inch fish reportedly tipped 
the certified scales at Oak Ridge Mari-
na to 3.55 pounds (3 pounds, 8.8 ounc-
es). It measured 16 1/4 inches around 
the girth.
The Black Crappie record at Lake Fork 
is 4.92lbs! 
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Williams Creek Crappie 
Club

February 2021 Newsletter

By: Bob Parkinson

February 13th was going 
to be the Club’s Annual 
Valentine’s Supper with 
spouses, but it was post-
poned till February 20th 
due to the Winter Weather 
Advisories for our area. 
Since this Newsletter goes 
to press by the 20th, you’ll 
just have to know we had a 
Romantic Spaghetti Supper 
with a salad, garlic bread, 
and a Sweetheart punch. 
Desserts were over the top, 
and we wrapped up the 
evening with some Sweet-
heart Bingo for some Great 
Prizes !

Next month the club is 
hosting a 5 hour Mini Crap-
pie Academy on March 
13th. This will include 
some basic training for 
“Newbies” as well as some 
individualized training in 
groups. Check-in at 8:30 
AM. Academy runs from 
9:00 AM till 2:00 PM. A lite 
lunch will be provided. 
Cost is $15.00 per mem-
ber or $25.00 for husband 
& wife members togeth-
er. Non-members cost is 
$25.00 per person.

The Club’s Virtual Slab 
Tournament is underway 
and members can still en-
ter to be able to win part of 
the $1,000.00 payout. Tour-
nament ends April 30th.

February is the start of some good pre-
spawn crappie fishing. Slow trolling, tight 
line fishing is a good option during this 
time. The optimum word is Slow. A light 
breeze is usually enough to accomplish 
this. One of the best ways to slow pre-
sentations for winter-chilled crappie is 
to alter the size or shape of your baits. 
Crappie are cold-blooded critters. Cold 
water temperatures result in lower me-
tabolism rates in the crappie. But present 
the right lure to them, slowly, and they 
will go for it. Bushy skirts on hair jigs add 
some water resistance and helps to slow 
down your presentation. Spinning blades 
also moderate the speed of bait because 
of added water resistance. Swapping 
a regular jig head the same size head 
equipped with a spinning blade can 
sometimes be just enough to slow your 
bait down and entice cold water crappie. 
A simple way to slow overall bait move-
ment for any presentation that involves a 
jighead is to replace a regular head with 
a “Road Runner” head of the same size. 
Whether you’re slow trolling live min-
nows on plain heads or vertical jigging 
tubes, Road Runners slow fall rates just 
a bit while at the same time adding some 
flash.

Crappie are primarily sight feeders but 
there are days when some added smell 
can make the difference between catch-
ing fish or not. Baitmate and Crappie 
Magnet Slab Bites are just two of the 
choice’s crappie anglers have to add a 
little extra smell to their crappie lures. 
When crappie are setting up for bedding 
and eating everything in sight, added 
scent won’t make much difference. But 
when the crappie get picky, adding scent 
can make a big difference between com-
ing home skunked and actually catching 
enough crappie for a fish fry.

Next time you catch a mess of crappie 
and clean them, don’t freeze them for 
a fish fry later, cook them for later use. 
Fried Crappie is Great, but there are a 
bunch of new recipes that call for cooked 
crappie that is not fried. Oven baked 
crappie can be used to make anything 
from “Crappie (tuna) Salad” to “Crappie 
(crab) Cakes”. Lay crappie filets on a bak-
ing sheet. Season with salt, pepper, Ca-
jun seasoning or just some lemon juice. 
Cook filets in the oven at 350 for 8 to 10 
minutes. Let cool, then freeze in a single 

layer in your freezer. After they are frozen you can 
put them in a zip lock bag to save for later reci-
pes. Another way is to wash, dry, and season your 
filets, then put in a single layer and seal in a vac-
uum sealer bag. You can then freeze these for a 
later date and cook them right in the bag in boiling 
water for 10 to 15 minutes. Boiling food in vacuum 
sealer bags that is not only an effective cooking 
method but 100% safe. Look for vacuum bags that 
are BPA free and made of materials approved by 
the FDA for food storage.

Crappie Cakes: 3 cups cooked crappie fillets, 
chopped - 1/2 cup onion, finely chopped - 1/2 cup 
celery, finely chopped - 1 cup cooked potatoes, 
shredded - 1 teaspoon kosher salt - 1/2 teaspoon 
black pepper - 1/2 teaspoon red chili flakes - 1 egg, 
beaten - Ritz Cracker crumbs to coat patties - 2 
tablespoon butter - 2 tablespoons Canola oil.
Mix fillets, onion, celery and potatoes together 
and then add salt, pepper, red chili flakes and egg 
together. Form patties for frying. Heat butter and 
canola oil in a skillet on medium-high heat. Roll 
patties in the crushed cracker crumbs. Fry patties 
until golden brown on each side. Eat-On !

Contact us at: williamscreekcrappieclub@gmail.
com

Website: williamscreekcrappieclub.com

  INSURED FREE ESTIMATES  

JC SCREENS 
window screens made to fit / rescreens / some doors 
SOLAR / FIBER GLASS

john crumley ~ owner

ALUM-MESH / PET-SCREEN

jcjeep94@yahoo.com

ph 903-474-9432 cell 903-473-7469

At Your Site RV Repair LLC

We come to you so you
can keep camping! 

430-235-3258

Veteran Owned
and Operated 

atyoursitervrepair
@gmail.com

NRVTA certified
RV Technician

NRVIA Level 1
RV Inspector
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weLLness foR The spiRiT  

Excellence  
In Painting 

903-474-0403
30+ Years Experience 

Most Jobs Pay upon Completion !  

~ Interior  
 ~ Exterior 

~Texture Repair 

Active Hope is not wishful thinking.
Active Hope is not waiting to be rescued
by some savior.
Active Hope is waking up to the beauty of life
on whose behalf we can act.
We belong to this world.
The web of life is calling us forth at this time.
We’ve come a long way and are here to play our part.
With Active Hope we realize that there are adven-
tures in store,
strengths to discover, and comrades to link arms 
with.
Active Hope is a readiness to discover the strengths 
in ourselves and in others;
a readiness to discover the reasons for hope
and the occasions for love.
A readiness to discover the size and strength of our 
hearts,
our quickness of mind, our steadiness of purpose,
our own authority, our love for life,
the liveliness of our curiosity,
the unsuspected deep well of patience and diligence,
the keenness of our senses, and our capacity to 
lead.
None of these can be discovered in an armchair or 
without risk.
~ Joanna Macy

  The storm that we all went 
through in February was a 
very trying time for so many 
people across Texas. 
  It was unexpected to be a 
record breaking situation that 
it was, but in the midst of it 
all I felt that my faith was my 
strongest asset to make it 
through. When it continued 
to get worse with no water, 
no way to leave my home 
and my hope was faltering I 
would pray. But in my prayers 
I found myself thanking God 
for all my blessings and for 
the things I did have - I had 
basic food - I had shelter - I 
had a warm jacket and blan-
ket when I slept and so many 
things that reminded my of 
those that didn’t have these 
things. So in the midst of 
every storm there is always 
room for thankfulness! 

GOAL FOR TODAY:  
I choose...
to live by choice, not by chance;
to make changes, not excuses;
to be motivated, not manipulated;
to be useful, not used;
to excel, not compete;
I choose self-esteem, not self pity;
I choose to listen to my inner voice, 
not the random opinion of others.
As above, so below... living Lowder, 
Alisia

   When temperatures on the coast 
fall below freezing, TPWD may 
close certain areas to saltwater 
fishing as we had to do for two 
days this year.
   "The high mortality that a freeze 
can cause may deplete fish stocks 
for years," said Robin Riechers, di-
rector of TPWD’s Coastal Fisheries 
Division. "Protection of the surviv-
ing fish during the few days when 
they are especially vulnerable to 
capture would likely shorten the 
time period for overall recovery of 
coastal species, especially spotted 
sea trout."
SEA TURTLES, SNAKES AND 
OTHER REPTILES 
Reptiles such as snakes, alliga-
tors and freshwater turtles go into 
a state of dormancy, called bru-
mation. They’ll find a crevice or 

burrow to crawl into and wait out the 
winter.
“They’re cold-blooded. Their me-
tabolisms just slow down with the 
environment,” says TPWD wildlife 
biologist Nathan Rains.
    One reptile that has a harder time 
with cold snaps is the sea turtle. 
When water temperatures plunge, 
sea turtles become “cold-stunned” 
and unable to swim. They float up to 
the surface and become vulnerable 

How Will This Effect our Fish & Wildlife?
Continued from  page 7

to boat strikes or wash ashore and become 
stranded. 
    The National Park Service, working with 
TPWD and other partner organizations, 
leads the effort to rescue cold-stunned sea 
turtles. The turtles are taken to rehabilitation 
facilities to recover and then released back 
into the wild when temperatures warm up.  
Why not let nature take its course? As the 
NPS website explains: “The green sea turtle 
is protected as a threatened species by both 
the state of Texas and the federal govern-
ment. Even though their population is grow-
ing, their numbers are still too low to afford 

losses. Also, the Intra-
coastal Waterway and 
other deep channels, 
created by humans for 
boating and shipping, 
may entice sea turtles 
to venture deeper into 
the Laguna Madre and 
further away from the 
safety of the Gulf of 
Mexico.”
    Severe cold weather 
definitely takes a toll on 
our fish and wildlife. But 
the majority of animals 
will survive to warmer 
days.
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“Lets Go Fishing”903-383-2921

catfishguide@peoplepc.com  www.thecatfishguide.com

Sponsored by 
Sartin Marine & J PIGG Stinkbait

~ Catfish Trips ~ Crappie Trips ~ Duck Hunts

1/2 Day or Full Day Trips 

Greg & Elizabeth Neeley of 
Longview caught their limit of 

cats on Lake Fork! 

Avery & Luke Wise catching some 
cats Big one 7lbs CPR 

Grayson McGill from Dekalb, Father & Brother 
had some fun on Lake Fork catching catfish with 

guide Stan Kuhn 

Wayne Cooper from Forney 
with a nice Channel Cat !

Jim & Shannon Cummings from 
Murfreesboro ARK caught their 

limit of catfish!

Mindy Skaggs from Brashear and hus-
band Joe caught their limits of cats! 

Emma Magness on her first fish-
ing trip with Uncle Phil Cutts 

Blake Reed from Morrow Bay Ca. had 
some fun catching cats 
with guide Stan Kuhn 

Carson Brimer from 
Arlington catching some 

nice catfish 

Kim & Theresa Noland from Tyler 
caught a limit of catfish with 

guide Stan Kuhn 



Activities around the Lake Fork Area 
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There is an igloo in Hunt 
County in Quinlan!   Crews 
(13 kids at an apartment 
complex) helped build it!  It 
took them 2 days to complete 
(Even working at night!!)
“We would pack a box full of 
snow and spray it with a little 
water to get it to stick.” 

While much of Texas has been 
without power over the course 
of this winter storm, residents 
in Wood County (ourselves 
included) have had our lights 
and heat on. This is largely in 
part by the excellent planning, 
unrivaled determination and 
hard work by the men and 
woman at Wood County Elec-
tric Co-Op! The community 
thanks you for your efforts, for 
responding to calls and brav-
ing the weather to ensure the 
entire Co-Op is powered!

Cody Roberson: “Com-
munity News: FYI, Texas 
Parks & Wildlife dropped 
(250) Rainbow Trouts off 
at our local Emory Com-
munity Park (24 FEB) for 
everyone to enjoy fishing. 
Be sure to take those 
kiddos out and get them 
fishing before its to late. 
Mistie & I had a great 
time.”

Thank you Wood County!

There were 
many great 
snowmen 
around the 
Lake including 
Billy Lawson’s  
(left) and Mike 
& Mary Lucas 
from Sun Ea-
gle Bay (Right) 
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Fish On Friends

LAKE FORK  Charley

Texas Winter 2021

Fish On 

‘ You transplants that are 
new to Texas, are about to 
experience “Texas Win-
ter”. This is 6 or 7 days of 
cold, maybe some ice and 
snow. The weatherman 
will threaten snow. It may 
snow, it may not and if the 
weatherman says 2 inches 
it could be 10 or it could 
be 1/2”. It doesn’t matter 
how much snow it is, we’ll 
all freak out because we 
don’t see snow often. 
The threat of snow (or ice) 
from the weatherman is 
your prompt to head to 
the grocery store and buy 
milk, eggs and bread. It 
doesn’t matter if you need 

Well this is weird... She has been 
trying to kill them since she discov-
ered them. Apparently now that she 
has caught up to one, she would 
rather be friends!

   You know being a 
dog during a Texas re-
cord winter was quite 
a challenge! It was 
a little rough during 
potty time when it 
was soo icy and be-

low freezing brrrr!!! But then 
when the snow came it was 
alot of  fun running and play-
ing in the fun fluff stuff! 
   My paws got a little cold 
but it felt so good to get out-
side and run like a big dog! 
  I even ran to visit my neigh-
bors and my mama took her 
some homemade stew! I was 
gonna make a doggy snow 

angel but but I changed my 
mind... because it was too cold 
to lay in the cold snow - I don’t 
know why humans do such silly 
things! 
   Even though it was fun play-
ing in the snow I sure was 
glad when it all melted away! 
It is time to get ready for some 
warmer potty weather and 
rolling in the grass under some 
springtime sunshine! 

   So for so many of my 
northern friends that 
know what it is like to 
have a real winter with 
snow and ice for months 
and wonder why most of 
us were not prepared here 
is an explanation of Tex-
as winter. I came across 
this and have no idea who 
wrote it but it kinda sums 
it all up for folks new to 
Texas - Enjoy

these items. It’s just what 
we do. Everyone in town will 
be there. 
You’ll also need to make a 
mad dash for faucet cov-
ers and finding them and 
getting out of the store will 
be like an episode of the 
hunger games. You’re in the 
redneck district. 
Don’t look for a sled. You 
won’t find one. In the rare 
chance we get enough ice 
or snow to sled grab some 
cardboard or a trash can lid 
and go find the nearest hill. 
Yes, we know it’s not a hill. 
You live in the flatland, just 
go with it. You’ll be alarmed 
by the fact that you’re “sled-
ding” towards a bar ditch, 
fence or maybe into a farm 
to market road. Just go with 
it. You’ll be fine. 
We don’t have equipment 
to handle the winter and 
weather. The roads will be 

a mess and even though the 
state has been telling you for 
a week they’re ready, they’re 
not and it won’t work. Just stay 
home if you can and if you can’t 
just come to terms with the fact 
that nobody here knows how to 
drive in snow and ice. 
Whatever you do, DO NOT talk 
about snow tires. 
If you happen to slide off the 
road or get stuck, turn your 
flashers on, take a deep breath 
and wait. Two guys in a four 
wheel drive truck will be along 
in no time to offer assistance. 
Don’t try to help them, they 
live for this stuff, and will do 
what they can to get you back 
on the road. If either one of 
them screams “hey y’all watch 
this” just get back and get your 
phone out and start recording, 
you’ll probably have a viral 
video. Also of note, when they 
offer you beer and deer sticks, 
don’t be rude, take them and 
smile. 
No matter what you do, don’t 
talk about how they did it back 
home in any of these scenarios. 
Nobody cares. You live in Texas 
now, Texans know they live in 
the greatest state in the country 
and it’s our way or the highway. 
When we act like we’re going to 
die and start to complain about 
the 7 days of winter just shut 
up, we’re serious and we don’t 
care how much you love it. We 
don’t. 
You’ll be back in shorts and flip 

flops in a week to ten days and 
it’ll be nice until right around 
Easter. 
Texas “second winter” will be 
2 or 3 days and will hit right 
around Easter, usually the week 
before or the week after. This 
will hit right around the time you 
plant flowers and a garden. We 
know you’re not from around 
here when we see you’ve planted 
flowers before Easter and before 
the “second winter” has hit. 
This is why all the people at 
the nursery don’t sound like us 
when you’re shopping for plants. 
We know better. 
During second winter it’ll go 
from 70 to 25 and you’ll experi-
ence all four seasons in one day. 
This too shall pass, get used to it 
and when second winter is over 
you can enjoy the 3-4 weeks of 
“spring” before summer gets 
here and it’ll be melt your face 
off hot until sometime around 
Halloween.’




